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"has A B Tf Af 3 
S_ bave read over the h Wis _ 
A concerning the New-Birth, wilb fome A» 
Plea — Salisfafion to my own S] 2 
fo I woi' take the Liberty to recommend. kX 24 
likewiſe to thy . ſerious and | impartial Peruſal. } 
It is full of the fwweet and wholeſome Words of i 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God; and ſets forth 
the Nature, Necęſſiy, and Exceilency of be 
New-Birth, in ſuch a plain and eaſy Manner, = 
(not with Words which Aan, s Wiſdom regubeth, = 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth) thats ., 
thinks, by the Bleffing of Gad, it will be f 
iruly uſeful and A Hing to thy Saul. The 3 
thor is well known to. me, and I think it r 
Duty to acknowledge that I have been. mes 2 
ftrengtben'd and comforted, under Gad, 5 1 
- conver/ing with one, whoſe 2 * 
indeed god 10 the Uſe of EA | 
fers — 


pi, 


erfully miniſters Grace to tl 
Reverend Mr. Whitefield, and 7 
now with God, who both bela g Correſ bier 
_ evith the Author; have alfefrequertly-des 4 3 | 
with what 1 and SWA ee the read> 3 1 
ing of the Auibor's Letters, has '$ e:, 
panied to their Souls; which gives me £ 
that all who have the Taſte and & 2 
Servants of the moſt higb Gad, 1 -nitt: . 
Ae inclin'd to read this Diſcourſe, ben i 
to their Hands, but likewiſe receive that fog. 
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1 - BR R/E 5 40 c E. i Ts 
= Heme have deve from other Writings FW 
1 5 . certain that Books of this lind ave 50 
s too much neglected, and deſpis'd by the wiſe 
= ond prudent Men of this World, who, what- © 
dur may be their other Accompliſhments, diſcern 
” mot the Things of the Spirit of God; 7 fo 
© Soul, whoſoever thou art that defireh, by be 
= 2 of Faith, to bebold the Glory of Chriſt, 
=o lory as of the only Hag. of the Fa- 
$ * full of Grace and Truth, 718 to be hop'd _ 
is will lay aſide all Malice, and all Guile, 
ind Hypoerifies, and Envies, and all Evil- 
E-  ſpeakings, and as a New-born Babe, deſite- * 
the Gincere Milk of the Word, (wbich as faf. 
= as 1 can judge from the Scriptures of Trut 
3 2 3* and my own Experience, is contain d in T0 
L- following ' Diſcourſe) that thou may g 
5 eee into bim in all Things who is the p ES 
- of *he Body bis Church, 1 . Chrif. 7 1 
ne once more, Dear Reader, intreat thee fairy A „ 
i . a Re” the Greatneſs and Importance of the = 
, and beg of the Zen for a ſpiriuas - 
* ED Fernen of the Truths} in the e ” 
aud for a real and powerful Appliaas 
kon of them to thy own Heart by bis Hily A 
en, without which all thy Reading will b&-- 
vein and uſeleſs. May the Lord give thee bis © 
* Grace bere ; and prepare thee for eternal Gly | 
; e ; which 16 the heart ü 0 if one 
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to be. known; and- yer n 

tudes are ignorant of it, and care hot 
to be acquainted with it: although 
Neceſſity of it js ſuch; that 

it, no Man can eater into the 

of God; or the 

venly State, either in the 

low, or che Church a | 


an uhregenerate Man, ſhould profels, 


Faith in Chriſt, as Simoi#! Maguy- 
did, and be thereupon admitted 


any of the Churches of C hriſt hete n 


arth; Jet could he not ſee Si ions 
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Vileges, as it is a of Grace, 
Power, Ri ghtcouſnes, Peace ants — 
Theſe Things 
every natural Man & is a Stranger to, he 
underſtands them not, neither can he 
know them. Tis the Pure in Heart, 
or thoſe that are born again, and thoſe 

only, who have now the Bleſſedneſs of 


EY, Lein God in his Church, or Kingdom, 


below; and that ſhall have the Viſion 


| | of his Glory i in his Kingdom, or-Church 


above.” And fince many think the New- -x 
Beth, a ſtrange, and unneceſſary Thing, 


* ing at's Loſs to know what 1 it is, or 
Y © - What it is to be born again, I ſhall 


ve ſome Hints en it, in the ; 


$ © 7 Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew, What the New- 3 
Hirth is, or, What it is to be born a- 
555 "gain, by giving a Definition thereof. 


- Secondly, Endeavour to explain, and | 
{prove it from the Word of God. py 


4 * 1 I Bs 
Mira, Shew, What we may ay 2 


from this Phraſe of "Wn Born a 
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concerning the New-Birth.. 3 


of the Holy Spirit of God, by the Word, | 
upon the Soul of a Man; creating it 
a- new in Chriſt Jeſus, in all the Powers I 
. hangar thereof; by _ he 

uceth. an abidin Principle 1— 
Titual Life; which 1 1 
of Graces, every way fitted for, 
"and —_— nn. their, Jeu 


: * Second, 1 Wall Ada to ex- 
plain, and prove this Definition of * 
New - Birth, from the Word of God. 
That it is a Work of ee OY 
of God, by the Word, :appea 
from what our Lord — in hi 
Diſcourſe with Nicademus, J0bn 8 = 
Where, after he had declared the Ne- = 
ceſſity of being Born again, with 4 3 
Pertly verily, (a double Aſſeveration, 
the * 6 Done the Thing) Exe, 3 
Man be Born again, be cane, . ; ; 
the: Kingdom of God, Ver. 3 „„ 
ther Urges it, Ver. 5. declares 9 4 
Nicodemus, Who — ce 3 1 
tions of it, the true Nature of - i © 
Thing, and the pr Intendment . 
his Speech therein, 1 m 
with the Almighty Agent of this gteat 4 J ; 
5 Work, the Divine Gin bels ee. 2 
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4 1 Diſcoumſe 
ting Edicacy, working with FR 
rings forth this Site Production. 
— verily: Tiſay unto thee; except a 
Man be Born of Water: and bf >the LM 
Fit, be cannot enter into the 
Sad. Hence it is fully prov that. 
the Spirit of God is the: Author of tf 
New Binh, in that che Nan that: i 
Born ag ain, is ſaid, to be Born of the 
"hs als, Ver. 8. where our Lord 
22 Forth this Wofk of the Spirit on 
Heart, analogonſiy with the Winll's 
blowing in the Air: The Mind (aysche) 
” blow:th where it liſteth, and thiu beareft 
. abe Sound therrof, but canſt not tell 
ubente it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
PLE 'F 4rd everyone that is Born of the, Soibit. 
From this Text we are taught, 1. That 
ins Spirit of God is the Autbor of the 
New Hirth. 2. That the tions of 
the HolyGhoſti in this Work, are altoge- 
T i e Free and Sovereign. He acts herein 
n ee and Sovereign Lord, in the 
I | Freedom, without Motives from 
he @reature, as being under no Obli- 
gation from any of the Works of his 
Mands; and in the higheſt Sovereignty, 
* N bro 8 Favour, | 
Ni 8 0 er. 


may be greatly 


concerning ak News-Birth. » 


ther by. For, at tbr Mind blameti 
aubere it liſteth, (to this Point, and: not 

that, upon this Tree, Houſe, Gc. and 
not another) ſo is I one that is 
Born of the Spirit. 3. That the Soul 
herein is Paſſive to * Spirit, before it 
att; juſt as the Objects blown upon 
are to the Wind, — they move. 
4. That the Spirit works by an irre- 
_ #fi4ble Power in the New- Birth; which 
corrupt Nature can no more 7, than 
moveable Things. can wit an ir- 
refiflible- Wind. Grace and Power 
© heteity are ſo wiſely mixed, thats it, 
hard to fay: which of them, has the 
— He ſweetly draws the 
Heart, and ſtrongly ſubdues Corrup⸗ 
ion, by an irreſiſtible Sweetneſs, an al- I 
luring, ſoul-overcoming Energy. And. 
F. That the regenerating Operations 1 
of the Spirit on the Soul, are an ab- I 
folute Sxcret to the natural res th ther”. 2 
be hears the Sound, the R 
Vea, that the Soul itſelf, — * 
the 


Word, when the Work firſt begins 


whence it is that its Mind ſlould be fo + 
A n, and what. will be the 
A3. - Ws 2 


2 
3 
£ '—. - 
% 


Spirit's Voice to its Heart, in his 
at a Loſs to, Ne 90: 


| God is holy in his Nature, yea, Holi- 
neſs "itſelf, as that Perfection of the 
SGodhead, belongs to the Spirit, co- 


_ to paſs through Sanfification of the 


Iſſue, until the Lord opens the Myſtery 
to it. Thou heareſt the Sound thereof; 
but canſt not tell wwherice it cometh, and 
—_— it goeth : So is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. And as the New 
Birth ze Welk of the Spirit of God; 
ſo it is his Work, as the holy Spirit, or 
the Spirit of Sanctiſcatien. For it is 
- _ as the Spirit is ſent down from the Fa- 
ther, and Chriſt, into the Hearts of his 
People to ſanctiſßz them, that he thus 
operates upon them. The Spirit of 


equally with the Father, and the Son. 
But, as J conceive, tis on the 
Account of his Office, as a Sandifer 
to the People of God, that he's tiled; 
The Holy Spirit. And when he cre- 

ates the New Man in the Soul, it is 
aid to be in true Holineſs, Epheſ. iv. 
24. And all that were choſen of God 
the Father, in Chriſt, before the World 
Was, unto eternal Life, were ordained 


Spirit, as a Means to en, End, 
1 1 we 
And as the New r Birth is Me of | 


* 


"* 
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concerning the New-Birth. 1 


the Holy Spirit of God; ſo likewiſe, 
it 1s a ſupernatural wort; or a Work 
that is wholly above his common Opera- 
tions in the Hearts of natural Men: 
Vea, even above what he wrought | in. 
the Heart of Adam. For tho 
he was perfectly Holy, and all his Po- 
ſterity in him, when he came out ß 
his Maker's Hand, in the Capacity of 
a common Perſon ; and ſo every way 
fitted to enjoy Communication With 
God, as the God of Nature, diſplaying 
his Glory i in the Creatures of this lower 
World ; yet the Begun Holineſs of the 5 
Saints, communicated to them in the 5 
New-Birth, (which the Holy Ghoſt * 
will perfect in its appointed Seaſon) is 
of a — higher Kind, + inaſmuch; as it 
is a preparing of them for a far higher © 
Glory; to wit, the Glory of the heaven 
ly State : Which conſifts, in Commu-- 
nion with God, and Conformity to 
him, diſplaying his Glory in Chritt, a 4 =g 
the God of all Grace, to be enjoyed A 
| here by Faith, and hereafter by Vifion.” 
Thus the ſuperior Glory of the N e, 
Creation Work on the Soul, is ſet. forth+; | 
2 Way of Allufion to the Old Ge-. 
tion , 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God, «oho cm. 9 
An * 


Creation, there was a 


* the Eye that converſed with them, 


Light to ſhine aut of Dark-. 
L 75 1 fo give 
= { the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
"| of God, in the Fare of Tefus Chriſt. 
A the Glo 


I ry of _ 3 in 
| the Face of Jeſus Chrift, is a more 


tranſcendent Diſplay, — that which 
at the firſt Creation was made in the 
Face of the Creatures; So the Light, 
which by a creating Voice, 18 rer 
in the Hearts of God's People, 

which this is beheld, is of a far higher 
_ Kind chan the firſt Creation Eight, and 
every Way fitted for - converſe with 
more glorious: Objects. In the old 
perfect Agree 
ment between the Objects to be ſeen, 


and the Light, the Medium, by which 
they were beheld ; So in the New, on 
which Account, the one is reſembled 
by the other. Yet fo, that a Tranſcen- 


dency of Glory, in all reſpects, is ſtill 


on the Side of the New Creation, In 


the Old Creation, the Obje#s to be 
ſeen were Natural; But in the New, 
they are Supernatural. In the Old 


'$ Orreation, the Eye that ſaw theni was 
10 1 ws whether we " the cor- 


Wh 


concerning * Nes- Bb. op I 
poreal, or mental Eye, or the Light of 
Reaſon in Adam's Heart, it was no 
more than Natural; But it's a ſprrituat 
Eye, that takes in ſpiritual Objects, 

the Eye of Faith, which is far more 
bright and clear chan the Eye of Reaſon, 
in its greateſt Perfection. In the Old 


Creation, natural Light was ſufficient 


to diſcover natural Objects; but tis the 
ſpiritual, ſupernatural Light of the os: 
pel, that is the Medium by which the 
glorious Objects of the New ons; 

Sight are beheld, Thus, it appears, 
that the New-Birth is a Work of the 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit of God, that is 
truly ſupernatural. But then, — 
Further, The New Birth is likes. © 
wiſe a Work of the Spirit of God, by ® 
the Word. qc” in that. fore-quot oted 
Text, John wi. 5. the Man that is horn 
again, is faid to Sdn of Water:; by 
which the Ford of God is intended. 


And the Word is ſet forth by Water, to 


the Hand of the Spirit; for as Water 
cleanſeth the Body from natal Filthi- 
neſs, ſo doth be Word of God cleanſt 


the Soul from 5piritual Uneleannes. 
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10 of | Diſcourſe 


of the Word, in the New-Birth; * 


this Text, ſet forth by the Metaphor of 
Water, to ſhew his Gndifying Opera- 


tions therein, in the Mortification of 
Sin; ſo, the other Part of his ſanctify- 
ing Influences therein, in quickning the 
Soul to a Life of Grace, by the Word, 
is ſet forth, where it is compar d to æ 
Living Seed, as, 1 Pet. 1. 23. Being 
born again, not of Corruptible Seed, but 
of Incorruptible, by the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever. For, 
as the caſting of a living Seed into the 
Earth, under the Influences of the God 
of Nature, working with ſecond Cauſes, 
is produdtive of that Plant or Tree that 


| ; Was /eminally in its ſelf ; fo the Word of 


God, (and particularly the Word of 
the Goſpel, as it follows, Ver. 25.) be- 
ing caſt into the Heart, under the Al- 
mighty Operations of the 8 pirit, is pro- 


ductive of Spiritual Life, the: Life of 


1 Brace, or the New Creature in the, Soul. 


„And the Bleſſed Spirit makes Uſe of 

the Word in this Work, in a e | 
or more Immediate Way, according to 
his ſovereign Pleaſure. Some Souls 


have the Word brought home to their 
Z Hrs with Almighty Power, like a 


Sun- 45 


con cerning the New-Birth. 1 11 
Sun- beam, irradiating their dark M inds, i 
or as a Fire, enkindling their cold Af-. 
fections, thawing their frozen Hearts, 
yea, melting their whole Souls down, - 
as Metal is melted in a Furnace, 
whereby they are prepared for, and. 
then caſt into another Form, to wit, 
The Form of the Word, and the Like 
neſs of Chriſt. (As Rom. vi. 1 „ 
have obeyed from the Heart that Form of. 
Doctrine which was deliver d you. 80 
it is tranſlated; but, as ſome have ren- 
der'd the Word, it's thus, Te have 
obeyed from the Heart that Form of 
Doctrine into which\ye were deliver d: = 
For as the melted Metal is caſt into 
the Mould, to receive another Form, ſo 
the Soul, being melted down by the 
fiery Operations of the Spirit, in and 
by the Word, is caſt thereinfo, and 
Jaſbion d like it). And all this in an 
Inmediate Way. Others again, have 
the fame Work wrought upon em in 
a Mediate Way, viz. In reading the | 
Word of God, or in hearing the ſame 
preach'd, God breaks in in an Inſtant Þ 
to the Souls of ſome of his People, in 
the fangs. of his Word, with a bright 
1 his Glory in Chriſt, by 
which 


3 


TY, 27 Dia * 

which 7 are transform'd into the 
fame Inage. But his more general Way 
2 of Working, in Regenerating the Soul, 
zs dy the Preachin g of the Goſpel. Hence 
the Goſpel i is ſet 10 th as the Mi niſtra- | 
tion of Life : Not only becauſe it is the 

Doctrine of Life, and Salvation for poor 

Sinners, thro* a Crucified, Riſen, and 

| Aſcended Saviour; but alſo becauſe 

| Life is communicated to dead Souls, un- 
der the Miniſtry thereof, by the Spirit 
of God, who fills the fame, and is. 

_ communicated thereby, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 8. 
Thus the Apoſtle ſets forth the F olly 
of the Galatians, in giving Heed to 
thoſe Seducers, who labour d to draw 

| them of from the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

amd that full Salvation they had chere 

; 7, unto an Adheſion to the Works of 

the Law, in the Point of Juſtification 

1 94 Acceptance with God, by putting 

=_— them in Mind of their own Experience, 

= when the Lord firſt wrought upon 

- their Hearts in the New-Birth : This 
only ould T learn of you, (ſays he) Re- 
cerved ye the Spirit by the Works of the 

Wo Law, or by the Hearing of Faith? 

mr Gal. iii. 2. Paith here, is put for the 

Wl Hes inc of Faith, 1. e. the Goſpel; by 

which 
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Concerning the New:Birth. r + 


| which the Spirit of Life from God, in 
His erating Influences, was re- 
ceiv'd; which thews the tranſcendent | 
| Excellency of this Miniitry, above that: Þ 
of the Law, which 1 15 4 Miniſtratio of | 
Death. © 5 
And Satan knows well enough, that 4 
tis God's uſual Method to fave” Sinnetz 
by the Preaching of the Goſpel ; and 
therefore he labours to the utmoſt, to 
blind the Minds of them which believe 
not, left the Light of the glorious Goſpel © 
of Chr: t, who is the Image of God Haul | 
ſhine unto them, 2 Cor. iv. 4. And 
one great Way of his 'doing this, is by 
caſting opprobrious Names upon the 
Goſpel, and the Preachers thereof, 
thereby to prejudice Perſons againſt it, 
and keep em from coming under ſo * 
much ag the Sound thereof; left by the 
8 Grace of the Goſpel, they, 
ſhould be fnatch'd, as a Prey, from 
his Teeth ; fo great is his Malice! And 9 
that All are not thus blinded, is owing” 
to diſtinguiſbing Grace, Which has un 
dertaken for a Remnant, to bring them 
under the Sound of this deſpiſed oſpel, 
and to make it efficacious for the etet=. = 
nal Salvation of er Souls. For, be 
| great 
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EF 14 Diſcurſe 

great Trumpet ſhall be blown, (the Gofſ- 
peel ſhall be preach d) and they ſhall 
© come which were ready to periſh in the 
Land of Afyria, and in the Land of 
Egypt, and ſball worſhip the Lord in 


E bis Holy Mount at Jeruſalem, Iſa. xxvii. 
13. Periſhing Sinners, at the greateſt 
Diſtance from God, ſhall be brought 
by an over-ruling Providence under the 
Sound of the Goſpel, and by efficacious 
F Grace unto Chriſt by the Goſpel, and 
& worſhip the Lord in bis Holy Mount at 
| Feruſalem 3 1, e. In his Goſpel- church; 
the heavenly Feruſalem ; which is here 
ſet forth by the Place of the Temple- 
worſhip of old. But, to return, 
4 As the New-Birth is a ſu tural 
Mork of the Holy Spirit of God, by 
i the Word, ſo it is upon the Soul of a 
= Man, creating it anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
in all the Powers and Faculties thereof. 
= That the Soul is the Seat of this Work, 
VF plain, in that the New Creature 
form d in it, is call'd, the Inward Man, 
2 Cor. iv. 16. which is there ſaid to be 
renewed Day by Day; becauſe "the *+| 
Work of the Spirit, in Regeneration, 
tho perfect in Reſpect of Parts, is yet 
iaperfect in Reſpect of Degree, — 
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concerning the Now-Birth, 1 13 5 * 
Kill upon the Increaſe, until it arrive 


unto Perfection. The New-Born Soul; 


in Reſpe& of Grace, and the compleat 

Glory of Chriſt's Image i in it, is juſt 
like a New- Born Infant in Nature, "= 
which has all the Parts. of a Man, 
tho' it wants the full Stature of a Man; 


and therefore increaſeth until it arte 
unto the Perfection of Manhood. © 


Child is truly born, tho' not a Man 
preſently ; So the Soul, in Regenera - 

tion, is truly born again, tho' it ar- 
rives not preſently at that Perfection, 


Which is deſign'd it, and to which it 


tends: No, this Toward Man, the 
New-Born Soul, being renewed Day 


by Day, is ſtill increafing towards Per- 
fection, as the Body, the Outward Mann 


(to which tis here 0 ppoſed) periſheth, 


decreaſeth, and draweth on towards 1 its 
Diflolatian. But, 


Again, As the Work of the Spirit, 10 
the New-Birth, is upon the Soul of a 


Man, ſo herein he creates it anew in 


Chriſt Jeſus. That the New- Birth is 
a Creation, has been hinted already; 


and I ſhall add little more than one &ũ1ũ1 © 


Text to prove it; for, Eph. ii. 10. 
he Apoſtle ſays, We (chat! is we that 
8 : are 


Bis 
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e ard 5 Grace, 3 = 
bis FPorkmanſhip, created in Chrift Je 
f, wnto good Works, which God b th 

before ordained” that we ſhould walk in 

= Zhem: Here the New-Born are ſaid to 
be Created, and that new ; for tis in 

- . Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. In Union to his Per- 

Jon, and in Conformity to his Image. 

Creation, is a Making of Things out 
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A of N othing. The old Creation was 
ſo: And the New Creation: is a pro- 


©, ducing the Life, or Being of Grace, 
© put of no pre- exiſtent Matter in the 
Soul, or Goodneſs in the Creature 
which diſpos d it hereunto. « Nay, ſo 
far is it from this, that every Thing in 
Nature, or in the Soul of Man i ina 
| natural State, oppoſeth it. Which 
makes it to be an exceeding 
Greatneſs of God's Power, which is put 
Forth herein; as the Apoſtle s Phraſe is, 
Bob. i. 19. When God created the 
Heavens 2. the Earth, tho' there 
was no previous Matter 10. work 
yet there was nothing to reſiſt; but in 
the new Creation there is much Oppo- 
fition. To inſtance in the Creation of 
* atural When God faid, Eos 


d . 
© of 
| 
| W 
ö 
* =- 


" 
— 


% 45 0" 
* 9. 


« 
„ . * 
N WV} | - 
— 4 A * 1 
$# Ds Js — 
A 
— 


3 „„ 
concerning th Næm. Birth. Wt 
there he Tight, chere-was' Enie Fi | 
Word to produce it. And thd' there 
was no previous D:ſpofitzon in the pre- 
cedent Darkneſs, towards the Light; 
yet there was no Reſiſtance therein; 
for natural Darkneſs was but a meet 
Negation, or the not being of Light. 
But when God comma ſpiritual, 
ſapernatural Light in the Soul, and in- 
ſtantaneouſly producetin the fame, by 
the exceeding, or ſuper- excelling Great 
nes ef he Power, Mee 8 "wor 8 
natural Darkneſs in the Mind: as it 
notes, No Di ofition to ſpiritual” Light, 
but there is 6/4 Moral: Darkneſs or 
the Darknefs of Sin; which is an active 
Principle, that re fits, oppoſes, and hate 
the Ligbt. Ho great then is the Diſc 
play of Divine Power in the New Crea 
tion! And what a Folly is it in finful 
Man, to think, that he can make him 
ſelf a New Creature? Or, that this is 
the Work of a finite Arm? Or, of 
any created Perſon, or Thing, whether 
internal, as any ſu ppoſed Virtue of the 
Mind, or external, as the Ordinance oſ 
Baptiſm, or a viſible turning from a 
vicious Courſe of Life? &c, Alas! 
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—— — Seq 
make a new ' Creature, or to regenerate 
the Soul. 

The Ordinance of Ba ptiſin was never 

- Inftituted by Chrift, to regenerate a 

Man, or to be a Means of the New- -. 
Birth; but for quite different Ends, 

whatever miſtaken Notions Men may 

have about it. And if they truſt to 
this, as their Regeneration, and never 
| ſeek for, nor experience the Almighty 

Power of God, changing their Whole 

Souls, and giving them a new and ſpi- 

ritual Life, alas they'll die in Unre-: 


generacy. 

And as to viſible Reformation of Life, 
it is good in its Place, and well would 
it be, if there was more of it, in Per- 
ſons, Families, and Nations. But, if 
the Perſon turning from a vicious 
Courſe, or ſome outward Acts of Sin, 
which are viſible to every Eye, call'd, 
The Filthineſs of the Fleſh, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
hath not, before this, had gracious Ex 
perience of the Almighty Power of the 

Spirit, working upon his Soul, in giv- 

ing him an Holy Heart, by forming 
the New- Creature Life, and ſo furniſh-, 
in a him with a ſpiritual Ability to 
turn 
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concerning. the derv- Birth. 19 — 
turn from Sin unto God; Alas l all 
turning from outward Acls of gg 
to a Performance of ſome Thi 
terially good, leaves the Soul but gust a 
where it found it, viz. in a State of 
Nature, an ald Creature ſtill: For tho 
the Soul turns indeed, yet tis not-ftoms 
Sin unto God, but rather from ſinful 
Self, unto ri ighteous Self; it ceaſeth to 
run ſuch hea as it had done in out- 
ward Acts of Sin, but runs greater 
Lengths in Heart=ſins,. the Filthineſs of 
the Spirit, in idolizing its ſelf, and, its 
own Righteouſneſs ; by ſetting up its 
ſelf, as the End of its Obedience, and -; 
its own Obedience, as the Matter of j Ks 4 
Acceptance with God: Which a Man 
that is born again, dare not do; no, it 
is far otherwiſe with ſuch a Soul, in its 
viſible Reformation of Life: Such an 
one is made a new. Creature to Wo 
with, and then it puts forth Ads of 
the Neu Life, in turning from Sin: unto _ 
God, both internally and externally. It 
turns from all Sin, as Sin, from an in- 
tenſe Hatred of it, as it's againſt God, 
q a God of boundleſs Love, yea, that God 
I which the Soul ſees, has loved it in 
banker; for the Love of God ſhed 
T\ | abr oad 41 


eres 

6 I the Heart forms ab 
mage there, and makes the Soul to 
love Him again: Hence, as it hates Sin 
as Sin, it unto God, 
| ſetting up his Glory as the End of ali 
its Obedience, and its-own Obedience 
in the Place of Duty, but not in the 
Place of its Righteouſneſs before God. 
And thus to turn from Sin unto God, 
none but a New Creature can do; be- 
cauſe; it's a Good Work, and the Soul 


i ean walk in them, eithet this, '6 
any other; as in "this Text, - Eph; 
n. 10, In a Word then, © fince the 
New. Birth is a Work of Creation; no- 
thing leſs than Almightineſs, of, the 
Omnipotent: Power of. "Fehovab, can ef- 
feet it. And that this Creation in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is a New Creation, is plain; from 
2 Gor. v. 17. (where it's faid) If any 
Man be in Chriſt; be is New Cred- 
ture : Old Things are paſt away, behold 
all Things are become New. © But this 
brings me .* 


Work upon the Soul, is 8 
Powers and Faculties thereof. 


1 muſt be created wito Good Works, before | 


To ſhew, that this New: Genen 


Mon bo i in aun (Gays this Text) — * 
@ new 
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concerning the New-Birth. 2.4 


@: new'Craature.s There's the Kind of 
the Work ſpecify d. Bebold, all bing. 
Are become qe There's the Retenfive- 
neſs of it, as it reaches to all the Fu- 
culties of the Soul : Not that there are 
new Faculties created in the Soul, but 
che Sou menen ge, in all is Fa- 


nt n 
10 


begin wb theUralor feuding This 
noble Faculty of the Soul, while a Man 
is in a natural State, is Dark, yea 
Darkneſs. itlel6; Without the leaſt . 
Titual wledge of God in Chxiſt, as 
— of Salvation; of the Selva- 
tion itſelf prepared, and of the Way 
and Means, by, and through which it 
as Poſſeſſed and Enjoyed, by every ſavetl 
Soul; f. e. as it is, Meritoriouſly, by 
Chrict alone, and Inſtrumentally, th 
Faith in him, without the Works of 
the Law, or any part of the Creature's 
ence, as a procuring Cauſe there- 
of. And thus the A Apoſtle ſets forth 
the vaſt Difference that is made in the 
Vnderſtandings of God's People, when 
they are New- Born, by Light, the Op- 
. Polite of Darkneſs, Eph. v. 8. For ye 
were ſometimes Darkneſs, (that is while 
ina natural * but now (when New. 
8 Born) 


% 
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Born) are ye Light in the Lord. And 
eee ld t6 ee a 
1 =D r/tanding given them to know him 
& that 7s true, I John v. 20. And we 
duo that the Son of God is come, and 
bBarb given us an Under ſtands? that we 
E may know him that is true. which 
I is intended, that ſux ral Lig 
Which is created in e Underſtands; 
at the Time of the New- Birth; which 
ives the Soul a ſpiritual Ability to 
_ know God in Chriſt, and his Things, 
in ſuch a Manner as no natural Man, 
either doth or can know them, 1 Cor. 
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133 _ > 
Again, The Will, while in a natural: 
$ "Beate, is ofpofite to God, and to the 
| . of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. -'The 
._ Farnal Mind is therefore faid to be En. 
mity againſt God, Rom. viii. 3. And 
what our Lord faid of the unbelieving 
"= Ione is true of every natural Man; 
Ne will not come unto me, that ye might 
I have Life, John v. 40. And the Dif. 
f ference that is made in the Soul, when 
New. Born, in reſpect of this Faculty, 
ni ſet fortk by its being made willing. 
Por 'tis the Father's Promiſe to Chriſt, 
=. 1 bis gs ſhall ve: Willing in tbe 
Day 
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Bey of bis Power, Pal. cx. 
made Willing to be ſaved in God's 
Way; by his Free Grace, through his 
dear Son, without the Deeds of the 
'Law. - - 
And as to the Conſcience, while the 
Soul 3 is Unregenerate, it's wholly de- 
ſtitute of ſpiritual Life, and under the = 
Dominion of Death: It has no true 
; Senſe of God, or Regard to a 4 
the God of all Grace in Chriſt ; where- | 
in its /piritual Life conſiſteth. And 
as for that of natural Life which 
it hath, which conſiſts, in ſome Senſe 
of God, as the God of Nature, difplay- : 
1 ing his Glory i in the Moral Law; wat, - 4 
it's weak, and gives but a very. NN | 
fect Account, of what is Duty, and : 
what not, according to the Law 
for the Spirituality of the Law, 1 4 
Glory too bright for its weak $i ght. 
Hence the Apoſtle Paul, freaking 1 — 
himſelf, when a zealous Phariſie, I 


„ They're 


Was without the Law once, ſays he, | 
Rom. vii. 9. Yea, ſays he, I was alive 42 
without it. What's that ? Why; is 


Conſcience had ſo little Senſe of J | 8 3 
Holineſs of God, and of his Law, n 
* ſtrict Rs thereof, chat it I 
| ü : * 2 
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— * bim in! or gave him Hopes of 
Like by his imperfect Obedience; 
vhereas it ſhould have condemned him, 
for the ImperfeRion thereof. As it did | 
when it was quickened by the Spirit of 
| 2 3 enabled to give its Verdict ac- 

g to God's Law, as it follows, 
"But —.— the Commandment came, Sin 
revi ued, and I died, When the Com- 
Fmandment came, in the Spirituality 
Þ thereof, as being broa he hee Dy the 
Spirit of God to his renewed: Conſci- 
rence, he died, or became a dead Man 
ein Law: He inſtantly ſaw himſelf to 
be Law- condemned, — actually ſtood 
. Conſbience-conderned, es for thoſe 


2M — 4 in, — it oh a quick, and 


"tively Senſe of God's Holy Low?! But 
_ - now jt roundly told him, that as | 
as are of — Works of the Law, are 
under the Curſe; and that there was 
no Life for him by the Works of his 
oven Hands, or for any fallen Creature 
«by its own Obedience.” Upon which, 
be at once, became a dead Man, 1. In 
Law; in that he ſtood both Law, jd] 
. Conſcience-condemned, —_ 15 : 


"THIG 
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Law; in that by this Eaw-Difeovery, | 
of the Tonpatibility,: of his 

Life by the Works of his own Hands, 
he ceaſed to ſeek it that Way. Fur I 
thro' the Law (ſays he) am Ta to tha 
Law, that T might live unto God, Gal. ii 


19. Hence i it appears,. that the Conſci⸗ 
ence in its natural State, is in a great © 


meaſure ſenſeleſs, of that compleat Obe- 
dience, the Law of God requires, and 
therefore juſtifies, hen. it ſhould. con- 
demn. 


But then Weiber * to chat trad g 


Senfe. it. has of the Mind of God in 
his Law, as it reſpects outward Acts. 2 
ſo, in the Execution: of its: Office ; 
God's Vicegerent, it regiſters FI 
Actions, and condemns for them. An! 
thus conſidered, it is ſaid to be an evid | * 
Conſetence ; that i is, a guilty, accuſing; 3 
condemning Conſcience. And as ſhets; 
it ſtands prepared to depart. from;God; 
The Soul of an unregenerate Man, un- 

der the Influence of an evil Conſcieged, 
ich, hates God, and flees from him as: HA 

greateſt Enemy. And therefore ad 
New-born, in order. to their dr BY 
mgh to God, are ſaid" to have their 
Hearts Eri nbled from on - evil Cunſei- 


ence, 


26 "A e 


eme, Alb; x. 22. that is, to have their 
Con ſcience appeaſed, by the ſprinkling 
of Chri/s Blood; that as it before con- 
demned them as Tranſgreſſors of the 
Law, it now juſtifies them, as it re- 
ecives and declares God's juſtifying Sen- 
tence, in and through that Jeſus who 
died for them, and roſe again. And 
thus the New-born, are ſald to have 
their Conſciences purged from dead 
Mors, to ſerve the living God, Heb. ix. 
13, 14. For if the Blood of Bulls, and of 
Goats, and the Aſhes of an H eier, 
forinklin g the unclean, 1 fo the 
purifying of the Fleſh; how much more 
Hall” the Blood of 2 Grip, who through 
the eternal Spi 5 himfelf” withint 
Spot to rg ak Mir Conſe nc from 
dead 'Works, to ſerve the wing God? | 
Thus the Spirit s Work, in the New 
Birth, extends to the Conſcience, both 
in quickning and purging it. But then, 
Again; It likewiſe reacheth to the 
Aeckiont. Theſe, while the Soul is 
&F in a natural State, are earthly, ſenſual, | 
bw | vile. The Affections of an unrege- 


nerate Man, are ſet upon earthly 
Things,” the Gratifications of Senſe, 
1 Gratifcation of Sin and Satan: | 
_ y 151 Heats, 
—_ g £ , 
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Hence they that are a fer the Fleſh, (i. e. 
in a State of Nature) are ſaid to mind 
the Things of the Fleſh, Rom. viii. 5. 
that is, carnal, worldly Thin gs: Theſe 
they deſire, ſeek, love, and rejoyce in, 
whes: obtained; theſe they fear the 
want of, grieve for the Loſs of, and 
are diſpleafed when any way r 
thereof. But, as for God, he” is not 


- _”" 
* 
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in all their Thoughts, as the chief Good 5 


their Soul ſeeks after. Thus alſo they 
are ſaid to be ſenſual, not having the 
Jude 19. And, ſays the Apo- 
ſe, Tit. iii, 3. We our ſelves alſo Re ; 
ſometimes fooliſh, (i. e. when in an un- 
regenerate State) diſobedient, deceived, 
ſerving divers Lufts and Pleaſures, . 
ing in Malice aud Envy, , bateful, and. 
hating one another. "Bat (fays he) after 
that the Kindneſs and Love of God var: - 
Sawour towards Man appeared, not by - 
Works o, Rigbteou ſueſi which we babe 


done; but, actording to his Mercy, 7 


+. 


ſaved us by the pit of Regenera- 


tion, and renewing of the Holy. Ghoſt; 
which, he 
Teſus Chriſt our Saviour, Ver. 4, 5 . 
Etficacious Grace (Jays be) hen 
Men of us; it cleanſed our Souls of 


= B 2 that 


ſhed on us abundantly, through 
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that Earthlineſs, Senſuality and Vile- 
nes, which filled our Affection ; and 
made them Heavenly, Spiritual and 
Pure, by the waſhing of Regeneration, 
and the renewing of the 8 og 3 
that is, by the cleanſing of 
Chriſt's Blood, both as it 84 80 Guilt, 
and Filth, broug ht home by his Spirit 
id his Word, at Ee Time of Regene-. 
ration; and by the Life-giving In- 
fluences of 5 8 pirit of Grace, the 
Holy Ghoſt ; which he ſhed on us 


5 through Jefus OY our. 
Saviour. And tis from this ſuper- 


natural Change made in the Affections, 
that the new born love God above all; 


and cleave to him as their All in All, 


their defiralle Lot and Portion, both | 
for this World, and that to come; As 
faith the Pſalmiſt, Whom have. T in. 
Heaven but Thee ? and there's none. on 
Earth that I de fre befide Thee. My. 
Strength and my Heart fai leth; but 
Sad is the Seng th of my Heart, and 
m Portion for ever, Plat Paxiii. 25% 
2286. Tis hence they love his Worſhip . . 
and Ordinances, as, P/al, xxvi. 8. 
Lox, I have loved the Habitation of 

thine Houſe, the Place where thine Ha- 0 
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mur twelleth. Henee alſo, they love 
his Sratutes: An Inſtance of this we 
have in holy David, in the cxixth 
Pſalm, throughout; where, he ys, 7 

love thy Commanuments above Gold, yea, 

" above fine Gold. Therefore I efteem all 
thy Precepts concerning all Things to be 
right; and 1 hate every falſe Way, 
Ver. 127, 128. And tis ſo natural to 
the New-Born to love God's People, 
for his ſake, becauſe they belong. to 
bim, and bear his Image, chat is 
made a demonftrative Evidence of their 
New- Birth, 1 John iii. 14. We know 

' that wwe have paſſed. from Death unto 
Lie, berauſe we ove thy Brethren. 
Thus it is with the Affection of Love; 
and all the other Affections are regulated 
by it. What we love, we defire, we 
ſeek, we rejoice in the Faden of. 
What we love, we fear the Loſs of, 
and hate that which. is. deſtructive of 
it, ot contrary to it. Thus, P/al. 
xcvii. 10. Jt That cue the Lord, hate 
Evil. Thos the Work of. the. Spirit, 


in the New-Birth, 
Faculties of the Soul. But 
in che next Place ; "The Holy'Spick, - | 
by this Work on the Soul, Produceth © 
9781.) B 3 „ 
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in it an abiding Principle of ſpiritual 
Life. That he hereby . produceth a 
Piritual Principle, appears from John 
ii. 6, where our Lord ſays, That which 
is born of the Spirit, is Spirit; that 
is, It's a ſpiritual Principle, of a ſpiri- 
tual Kind and Nature; and fo it ſtands 
oppoſed to that whi ch is born of the 
' Fleſh, and is of a fleſnly Kind. And 
that it is a Principle of Life, we may 
' ſee, Eph. ii. 1. And you hath he quick- | 
ned, who were dead in 'Treſpaſſes and | 
. Sins, And hence the New-Born are | 
*exhorted, to yield themſelves unto God, | 
as thoſe that are alive from the dead, 
Rom, vi. 13. And that this Principle 
is an abiding Principle, or that that will 
remain for ever, is evident from 1 Pet. i. 
23. Being born again, not of c Tuþ- j 
tible Seed, but of incorruptible, 4 tbe | 
Mord of Ged, IP hiveth and abidetb 
for euer. 
The next Thin to be a is, | 
That this 1 of ſpiritual Life, 
1 by the Spirit in the Soul, 
contains in it all Kinds of Graces. 
And therefore the Holy Spirit, when 
given to regenerate he. Soul, is ſtiled 
' tbe m—_— of Grate, Zech. x, 10, be- 


l cauſe 
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concerning the New-Birth. 3 
cauſe he is given to work 


„Love, Patience, 
Humility, Mieckn zs, Se. are faid to 


be Fruits of the Spirit.” As Hal. v. 22. 
But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goad. 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperauce ; againſt 


fuch there it no Law. Here.! bright 


Train of Graces mentioned; and 
Hope is not named amo 


plied: For Long: ſuffering, which is 
Patience, is ſet on work by Hope; and 
on this 2 750 it's called Patience of 
Hope; 1 Tbeſ. i. 3. and when the New- 


Born abound in Hope, it's. through. the | 


Power of the Holy Ghoſt; Rom. xv; 13. 


And this —— hg of Graces, produced 


in the New-Born Soul, as they. are 


fitted for, ſo they act towards their pro- 


per Obje&s, at the Time of the Newr 
Birth. 


Faith, that being the leading 
And, as in Nature, a Child is firſt formed 
and quickned i in the Womb, in order 
to its Birth and Life in this World; ſo 
in Grace, the Soul is firſt formed ane. 


— 


222 | 1 B 4 all 


Grace in — 
the Soul, and is the Author of it there. 
Hence Faith, Hope 


the reſts of 4 
the Fruits of the Spirit, yet it is im- 


1 ſhall 3 with 15 hes 4 9 
Grace. 2 
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| and has Principle of Life, or of every 
Grace given it, in order to its 
brought forth into the Liberty of the 
Goſpel, and the viſible Actings of 
every Grace. And as a Child in Na- 
ture, from its ſecret Life, has a ſecret 
Motion in the Womb, before its open 
Life, and viſible Motion in this World; 
fo the Soul of the R ate, from the 
| ſeeret Life of Grace given it, has a ſe- | 
cret Motion towards Chriſt, and God | 
in him, antecedent to its open Life of | 
Grace, and the viſible Actings of Faith 
upon che Son of God ; when it may be 
ſaid of it, that it's born again. 
„ the preciſe Time of the New- 
Birth, as 1 take it, is, when the Soul 
1s firſt brought forth from under the 
Darkneſs and Bondage of Sin, and the 
Law, into the marvellous Light, and | 
plotious Li of the Goſpel; as being 
enabled to act Faith on Chriſt, and on 
God in him, in the Promiſe, to a com- 
Sortable Perfuaſion, in a r or 
Teller Degree, of its own Salvation by 
| Free Grace, in and thro' Chriſt, The 
| -- Work of che Spirit, in the new 
Life; is an inſtantaneous ' - but 
| tio ripening of Grace, and bringing -: 
Sou 
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Actin thereof, is effected Sooner in 
dome Sduls than in others, actordihg to 

his fovereigh Pleafure. When the 
is firſt Quicken'd, it is ſo ſurrounde# 
with Darkneſs and Bondage, the Guitt 
of Sin, and the Terrors of God's Wrath, 


x 


beſet with Unbelief, that untl Al- 
mighty Power be exerted, it cannot put 
forth an Act of Faith on Chiiſt, for its 
own Salvation: It is afraid to come 
forth into the Liberty of the Goſpel 15 
it is „e of Heart to belibue ;; and gs 


£5 >. RR Sex 


on the Lord Teſus Chriſt for Salvation, 
to caſt it {el 
Feet of his Mercy, and to take him at 


Son, for it ſelf in particular; yet, alas; 
8 Soul dates not venture into the Li- 
1 of the Goſpel, but lingers under 


£of in Solon: until omnipotent Gtace 
lays hold of it, and brings it. thro” the 
Straits of the New-Birth, to flee by an 


geance of Cod, that will inevit 
B 5 


upon 


| 8 New-Bi 15. 45 3 I 
Soul forth into the viſible Life, IF % : 


in the Curſes of à broken Law, And 15 


God calls it, in its Diſtreſs, to Believe ; 
into his Arms, at the | 
his Word, in his Promits of Life ih his- 


ndat ge of 85 in and the Law; as 


Act of Faith, unto Chrift, the City of 
Refuge ; and ſo to-eſcape the fiery 94 — | 
fal 


— 
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upon all Vabeliovers, that abide under 
Sin and the Law; As the Angels laid 
Hold of Io” 5 Hund, the LoRD being 
merciful to him, and brought him forth, 
to eſcape for his Life to Zoar, when the 
LoRD rained Fire and Brimſtone from 
the. LoRD out of Heaven, and deſtroy'd 
the Cities where Lot gelt, Gen, Xix. 
16. And this” olly and Slowneſs of 
Heart to believe, the Lord blames his 
People, his Epbraim for, Ho. xiii. 13, | 
The Sorrows of a travai ling Woman ſhall 
come upon him; he is an unwiſe Son, for 
be ſhould not ſtay long in the Place of 
breaking forth o Children, It is the 
Soul's Duty at God's Command, when 
the Pangs of the New-Birth come upon 
it, in n of Sin, and Miſery by 
the Law, - to put forth an immediate 
Act of Faith upon Chriſt for Salvation; 
and thereby to come forth into the Li- 
berty of the Goſpel, thro! ten thouſand 
Fears and Difficulties which obſtruct its 
Paſſage: And it is its Folly and. Sin to 
delay it, or to /tay long in 25 Place of | 
breaking forth of Children. But tho' it 
is the Soul's Duty to put forth an Act of 
Faith, upon Chriſt, the Great Savisur, 
: me: Yoon OK he £500 of Grace, in i 
agen F "bans 


2 - — "_ kg 
* 
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him; yet ſuch is the Strength of Un- | 
belief, and the Power of Temptations 
which oppoſe it, that weak Faith, finds 
it difficult to make Head againſt them, 
and the Soul, thro': Diſcouragement, 
lies ſtill, as it were, and doth not exert 


that ſpiritual Ability which it has ; and 


ſo it ſtays in the Place of breaking forth 
of Children. And never would .come 
forth by an Act of Faith on Chriſt, in- 
to the Light and Liberty of Free Grace, 
if the exceeding. Greatneſs. of God's 
Power, which he wrought; in Cbriſt, 1 
when he ri him from the Dead, - Was: _— 
not put forth to effect it, Ht 1. 105 5 
20. <=: 
And this he does by 1 Word of the 0 
Goſpel, either in a Mediate, or Imme-, 
diate Way. God the Father, reveals 
Chriſt, by the Spirit, in the: infinite 
Fulneſs, Fitneſs, and Freeneſs of his 
Salvation for loſt Sinners, and ſo, of his 
own Love and Grace in him, for that 


Soul in particular, in r or other | 


Word of Promiſe ; and by his omnipo- 
tent Power, ſweetly allures, and draws. 
the Soul to come forth by an Act of 
Faith on Chriſt, into that glorious Li- 


. Free Grace bas prov ded for it;; 


while 


. Lt 
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| while ede uades the Sout 
bf the Truth and Faithfulneſs of the 
promis d Grace, and of the Soul's In- 
tereſt in it, in particular; and enables it 


F to take him at his Word, and ſoma 


ry 
4 
* 


. 11. 


firm Perſuaſion, upon the Word of a 
that cannot lie, to come forth, 
in the Face of all Diſcouragements, in- 
to the Joy of Faith, in his everlaſting 
. Favour, and of the Soul's eternal Hap- 
- pineſs, as being intereſted therein, Gal. 
— 44, 45. 1 Jebn v. 10, 
eb. vi. 18. 


As s for Inſtance, when the Soul ſees 
x Elf to be undone by Sin, and that it 
| SK utterly unable to help or relieve itſelf ; 
X that Word concerning Chriſt be 
ken to the Heart, Heb. vii. 
exefore he is able 40% to ſave them 76 
the uttermoſt, that come unto God by 
bim, &c. The Soul feels mighty Power, 


; brioging i forth, in an Inſtant, into the 


and Foy of Faith, as to its own 
Salvation, by this All-fufficient Saviour. 
Or, if, when the Soul labours under 


| the Burden of Sin, both in its Guilt M8 
F and Filth, lying on the Conſcience,: 
that Word of the Lord is applied by 


e, Jen 3. 7. The Biel of 
5 1 
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Grit his: Jon, clen b us from 
e The Soul Grids prof De- 


liverance, and is brought forth into the 
Liberty « of the Goſpel, and the Joy of 
Faith, as to its own being cleanſed 
from all its Crimſon and Senker-dyd 
Sins, and made bitt in the Blood UA 
the Lamb. 
For when the Shirtt of IS: 2 pour 4 
out to regenerate the Soul, and has gwen 
it a new Life, it has ſuch a Senſe of 
Sin, -in its Guilt and Defilement, as it 
never had before, and the Sonl feels it 
ſelf ſhot up under Sin by the Law 
but this is in Order to God's having | 
Mercy upon it, thro” the meritorious: 
Blood of his dear Son. And therefore 
iss faid, Zech. xiii. 1. n that Day — . 
Hall be a Pountain opened to the Hou 
e David, and to the Inhabitants of 
rujalem, for Sin and for Urls. 
And oh ! what glorious Views doth the 
Ppirit of God open now, under the 
Goſpel, to the Houſe of David, the 
People of Chriſt among the entiles, 
ind to the Inhabitants o Feruſa em, of 
is Goſpel-Church, when they are 
a E o of Sin, and of w- | 
ar fficacy of Chriſt's Blood, to 


I _ leaſes | 


mn its Defilement ! And what glorious 


_- 


dcleanſe it from Al Sin, even thoſe of 1 


38 4 22 
. from Sin, and from Un- 
cleanneſs; from Sin in its Guilt, and 


Liberty, as the Sons of God, are they 
brought into thereby ! For as the Soul 
ſees, that the leaſt Sin, even that of a 
Thoug ht, is of too deep a Dye, to be 
hen out by any Thing leſs than the 
Blood of Feſis; ſo now it ſees, that there 
is Efficacy enough in that Blood, to 


the greateſt Size; from all its Sins, 
tho” ke the Stars for Number, and the 
Mountains for Greatneſs ! And how | 
will the Spirit of Grace ſet open the 
Fountain of Chriſt's Blood, in its in- 
finite Fulneſs of Merit, to cleanſe from 
all Sin, to the converted Fews, at the 
latter Day, when a Nation ſhall. be 
born at once! When, they ſhall look by 
Faith upon bim that they have pi erced, 
and mourn for their aggravated Sins, in 
- ktlling the Prince of Life; and yet ſee 
Efficacy enough i in the infinite Merit of 
that Blod which their Forefathers, 
had wiekedly imprecated upon them 
ſelves, and their Children, to cleanſe, 
even chem, their guilty. Poſterity, from. 
* a deep-dy'd Sins! By * 
ey 
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they alſo ſhall be brought forth into the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, 
when this . . Ws hall be- literally 
fulfill'd, And mean while, the. Spirit 
of Grace, opens the infinite Merit of 
Chriſt's Blood, to cleanſe from all Sin, 
to the poor Gentiles, at the Time of 
their New Birth, to bring them forth 
to the Liberty of the Goſpel. 

Again, if a Soul in Diſtreſs has that 
| Word of our Lord brought home to, it, 
in the great Power of God, Fobn vi. 
37. Him that cometh unto ine, Tallin 
no wiſe.caft cut. The Soul inſtantly be- 
lieves the Truth of the Promiſe, witng 
Reſpect unto it ſelf in particular, That = 


bim to the 555 of God; And ſo comes - 
© forth into Fo n and full. . 
Glory: Rel "if Word, is. brought 
— — to the Soul, by the Spirit, Mat, 


in ix. 2, Son, be of good Cheer, thy Sins be 
ee forgiven thee ; The Faith of 2 


of Sins, is immediately produc'd in — 
Soul, and it comes forth in the 


it, into that Liberty wherewith ( 
has made if Free: 2 dc. if that. Ward is 
brought, home, by the Spirit, .to any 
reed Soul, Fer. 528 3. ¶ have lob 
7 


9 1 wy 


yy  _ 


Chi will not caſt him out, but recerus © 


5 Wer wh iv einleFr 
with 


her Baue I trawn 
thee. II Almighty Power goes 
therein, in the Moment of Applica- 

tion, to the producing Faith in that 
Soul, concerning God's everlaſting 


forth into 


Soil is brot 
in an Inſtant. 


glorious Li 


or T am thy God, &c. as, 
Fe, XI. 10. There's Power 
wich his Word, to diſpel Fear, and 
EE, 3 and to produce Faith, Joy, 

and Liberty immediately. As when 
dee aid, in the firſt Creation, Let there 
- Light, and there was Light. And 


brought forth by his Almighty Power, 

when New-born Babes, from the Dark- 
neſs and Bondage of Sin and Death, in- 
to the open Life of Grace, and the vi-- 


ve; ben | 
forth | 


Love | 
to him, in particular; upon which the 
and 
a + 
the Lord fays, to any fearful W 3 
Soul, Fear not, for I am with thee, be | 
* wot di 4, | 


goes forth 


| thus the Souls of God's Children are 4 


fible Actings of Faith on the Son of Go; 


theſe, or in any other of the Life-giv- 
Ing Words of his Mouth, whether 


Spirit, 


while he thus manifeſts himſelf unto 
them, as he doth not unto the World, in p- 


* Hoken unto them immediately by his 
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Spirit, or mediately by by the Miniſtry of 
the Golpel ; or whether particular 
Words are brought home to the Soul,” 
or the Salvation in the Word, in gene- 
ral, is open'd and apply d: For it's all 
one, in this Reſpect, when God takes 
che Word into his own Hand, and 
benmgs it home to the Heart; the 
s done, Faith is given, and the Soul 
New, born in an Inſtant. And ſo the 
happy Subjects of the New- Birth, be- 
ing brought forth into the open Lite of 
Faith, are hereby prepar'd for all the 
After-actings and N hereof, until 
Viſion takes its Place. 


And tho' an Unregenerate Man t un- 

derſtands not the Nature of al 
Faith, nor how the Soul is brought 
forth into the Life of it; and therefore 
ſpeaks Evil of the Things which he 
knows not; yet this is moſt certamly 
the Nature of Faith, or_the Faith of 
the New-Born, to at towards, and take 
n the Salvation of God in Chrift; re- 
eeal'd in the Goſpel, for that Soul, in 

n 8p: ale For, as God the F ther; 

| 3 4 Rennant in his San 1d 

ernal Life, and God the Son Re- 

eem d em by his Blood, out of every 
N 


** 
a 
4 
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Nation, - Kindred, - Tongue and Popes, 3 
ſo God the Spirit knows every indi- 
vidual Perſon of that (to Men) num 
| berleſs Number, and applies this great 
Salvation unto every one of them, in 
particular, | And the quicken'd Soul 
can't find Eaſe from thoſe Pangs which 
gird it about, when the New-Birth 

proaches, in a general Faith, that 
Chriſt dy d for Mankind ; (which is 
no more * All may have where the 
Goſpel comes, and yet periſh ; yea, is 
no more than what the Devils have) 
but it muſt have a particular Applica- 
tion of Chriſt's Death unto it e, and 
_ a ſpecial Faith given; And according- 
ly it has, when it comes forth into the 
open Life of Faith on, the Son. of God, 
and is enabled to ſay,” He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, Gal. ii. 20. 

For Fatth, as the A poſtle ſays, Heb. 

1. I the Subſt ance of Things hoped 
22 and the Eui 2 2 hings not ſeen. 
It gives a ſubſtantial Being, or Exiſtence 
in the Soul, to the Things of Chriſt, 
and Salvation by Free _ as re- 
veal'd by the Spirit in the Promiſe, 
which can't be ſeen by the Eye of Senſe, 
or e Reaſon; and is the Soul's 
demon- 


— 
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detnon ſtrative Evidence of the Reality 
and Certainty of thoſe Thin; 25, which. 
it yet has not the Enjoyment of, but 
hopes fo for. And now, having hinted 
the time'of the New Birth, how Faith 
is wrought, and the Soul brou ght forth 
thereby, into the Liberty of the Gof- 
pel, I ſhall go on to dle the Fit 55 
of this Grace of Faith, in the - 
of the Regenerate, to act towards its 
proper Objes, and its anſwerable AA 
ing towards them, 1M 

And as it is the New Creature's Bye, 
"being fitted for Converſe with: its glo- 
rious 500% ef Chriſt; ſo it H wnto bun 
alone by Salvation. As Moles lifted:up 
the Serpent in the Wilderneſs (ſays our + 
Lord) even jo muſt the Son of Man be - 
lifted- up; that whoſoever. believeth in 
him Jrould not periſh,” but have eternal 
Life, John iii. 14, 15. Believing, in kts 
Text, is put for a poor Sinner's lookin; 
unto Chriſt for Salvation, with the {pi pirl- a 
tual Eye of Faith ; as the ſtung I/rdelites 
looked with their bodily Eyes to the f 
Serpent, appointed of God to be the 
Means of their Cure. And it's the 
Father's Will, that every one that thus 
Jp, the Son, and beli eveth. 6 on Bim, may 


och gen Oy have 
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have ever mg Li ohn vi. 45. 
Sering and Ws 252 be; fyndni- 
mous; Which thews the Fines of this 
Grace of Faith, as an Eye, to look 
umo Jeſus. And thither was the 
Jaitor directed by Paul and Silas, whe 
in His Soul-Diſtreſs, he cry'd out, Sirs, 
What Ac oft T fo to be ſaved? Believe 
| 2 2 ey) en the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
be ſaved, Acts xvi. 30, 31. 
And Fon wy had preached the O0 
-unto him, and to all that were in 
"Houſe, and the Lord bad wrought 
Faith in "their Hearts, it is ſaid, be 
rejoyced, 3 in Cd, with all his 
Houſe, Ver. ha is, in God the 
Saviour, the a Jeſus Chriſt, imme- 
diately; to whom e had been directed 
to look, Per. 31. and in God the Fa- 
ther ultimately, as pardoning and juſti- 
Ting of him, in and through Chriſt. 
Fot By him, the N ew-Botn belteve in 
"Gol, who Taiſed him from the Dead, 
and gave him Ghry, (in the Name and 
Room of his People) that their Paith 
"avid H e might be in God, 1 Pet. 1 21. 

Rom. 25, Heb. vi. 20. 
Again; As this Grate of Faith is 
the ew Creature s Hand, ſo it's fitted 
to 
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to receive Chriſt, and all Life, and 
Bleſſings, in him, as God's. unſpeakable 
Gift ;. and. accordingly doth it, when 
the Soul is born again. Thus Fobn i 3 
11, 12. He came unto bis own, (his, 
own Cayntry men, the. undelieving 
Fews) but 55 gun received him not. 

(As they had. no Eye of Faith to ſee. 
him, ſo they had no Hand of Faith to 
receive him); buf fo as many as received. 
im, to them gave he Power to become 
he Sons of God, even to them that be. 
zeve on his Name. 

And as this Grace of F aith 5 the 
New Creature's Foot, fo it's fitted for, 
and. follows the. Lamb hit her ſaever , be' 
voeth, Rev. xiv. 4. And thus the Walk, 
of the Heaven-Born Soul, while in 
his World, is ſaid to, be by Fail. 2 
or. v. 7. But 1 proceed; 

In the next Place, The Grace of 
e, in the New-Born Soul, as it's 
ted for, ſo it 4. towards its proper 


*> Diect,, God, Chriſt, the Saints, &c.. 
3 And thus it was graciouſly promiſed and 


oretold, Zech. xii. 10, I will pour up. 
n the. Houſe of David, and. the Inhabi-. 
ants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of” Grace 
nd of * and they ſhall, Jook on 
Me 


to pray, and to enable them to pray, 
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Me whom they have pierced, 271 17 
mourn for him, as one api for 2 
only Son, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for 


uam, as one is in bitterneſs for bis Firſt- 
Lern. Here is, firſt, the Spirit of 
| [Grace] p romiſed' to work. all Grace; 
and as TA Spirit of [Supph ge; io 

2 them what. to pray for, and. 


ſo as no unregenerate Man i in the World 
can do; 5. whence it may be ſaid of 
them, as of Saul, Bebold he. prayeth, 
Acts ix. 11, Saul had made Cine 
of Prayer while a Phariſce ; but this 
was but natural Prayer to God, as the 
God of Nature, out of Form and Cu- 
ſtom, and not out of any true Senſe of 
his Soul-wafts, nor Faith in Chriſt's 
Fulneſs to -ſup ply them: It did not. 
ſpring from 711 Hiri of Grate dwel- 
ling in his Heart, as the Spirit of Sup- I. 
plications, (as he dwells in all the Re- N 
generate) and ſo. it was not the' Prayer nc 
of. Faith, of ſpiritual Faith, directed e 
to God, "as the God of all Grace in Wt 
Chriſt. And the Lord made ſo little pie 
Account of this, that he ſpeaks of him Nn 
as beginning to pray, when he wasNew- Wee 
Born, Behold he prayetb. *Tis as if the Nie 
= © Lord 
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Lord ſhould have ſaid, See! Ananias, 
« what a Wonder my Grace has 
e wrought upon a poor Perſecutor; 1 
have poured out the Spirit of Grace 
« and of Supplications upon him, 
«© have Wr the New Life in his 

4% Soul, and now he cries unto Me, 
« in the ſu plication Breath of the 
«© New Creature.” But further; As 
a Fruit of the Spirit s being poured out, 
f Wit's faid, Aud they ſhall [look upon Me 
MM £117 they have Bette Tiles s Faith, 
e in the New-Born Soul, looking unto 7 


room and ſtead. And they ſhall ,u 
or Him]; there's Love ; 2 5 to Chriſt 
in the Soul, flowing out in Goſpel- 
Repentance, from believin ig Views of 

ot Chriſt's dying Love to it, in particular. 

|- And, oh, how he Love of Chriſt con- 

- Hrains ſuch a Soul to love him again! 
Nov it hates Sin, and mourns for it, 
er not meerly as it is a Soul-deſtroying, 
xd Pelf- undoing Evil; but chiefly, in that 
in Wt is a God-diſhonouring, wn a Chriſt. 
le piercing Thing. It mourns for him,. 
mend is in bitterneſs for him, while it. 
ves all its Sins, in the Light of re- 
i | x ceming Love, wounding and piercing 
rd its 


is Chriſt crucify d, dying for it in its 5 | 
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its dear. mer, And the Greatneſs 
of its Love to Chriſt, in Sorrow for 
Sin, is expreſſed by its mourning for 
: him, as "ior an [only Son] and being in 
" bitterneſs for him, as for a [Firft-born.] 
And thus all the New-Born, under the 
ſheddings - abroad of God's Ka in 
their Hearn, love him ag 

1 John iv. 19. we love him, Ces he 


; firſt loved us. And be that lrveth (faith 
tue Ap poſtle) 7s. bern of Gad, Ver. Ta 


that is, that loveth God, his People, 
Word and Ways, &c. And Thi 
Love to God in the Heart, ſhews itſelf 
in the Life; as, 2 Cor. v. 14, 1 5. For 
the Love of Chrift conſtraineth us, be- 
cauſe we thus judge, that if one died for 
all, iben were "all Wir and that he died 
fer all, that henceforth they that live 
uld not live unta themſelves, but unto 
"tim that died for them, and roſe again. 
And. this is the Love of God, that we 
Reep. bis nm, 1 John v. 3. 
| But, 4h 
Further; The Grice of Hope, pro- 
duced by the Spirit in the Soul, at the 
Time of Regeneration, and contained 
_ In that Principle of ſpiritual, Life, then 
rated. 3 in it, as it's fitted for, ſo it 40h. 
8 * towards 


; 
: 
| 
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Concern ing the New-Birgh. 4, 
towards its proper 'Objetts, Tel Jeſus Chriſt, 


and God in and through him diſplaying | 


his Glory in his Word and Promiſes ; 
and particularly thoſe which relate to 
that great Salvation that ſhall be be- 
ſtowed ' upon every New- Born Soul. 


And that Chriſt is the immediate Ob- 


ject of this Grace of Hope, is evident, 
in that he is ſtiled our Hops. 1 Tim. i. 
1. ond Lord Jeſus Chrift, <obich is our 
Hope ; that is, objectively ſo; in that 
the Sum and Subſtance of all -we hope 
for, is in him; and therefore the Grace 
of Hope, acting towards him, is ſaid to 
be in him; 1 Cor. xv. 19. And this 
ſhews the Fitneſs, of this Grace of 


— 


£ 
* 
, 


Hz he, to converſe with Chriſt; its . I 4 


rious Object, and the Actings of it to- 


- wards him as ſuch. And as it acts to- 


wards Chriſt, in all his infinite Fulneſs 
and Fitneſs to ſave, ſo towards God in 
him. The Hape of the New- Born, i; 
therefore ſaid to be in God, I Pet. i 21 
And it is in him, as diſplaying” bis Glo- 
ry in his Word and Promiſes. - 7 hope 
in thy Word, ſays the Pjalmiſt, Pfal. 
CXIX, 114. And thro' the Corfart of the 
Scriptures,. the New- Born have Hepe, 
Rom. xv. 4. And particularly thoſe,* 
C 


. which * | 
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| which _ to.the great Salvation pro- 
mis d. Hope looks for what's to come, 
even for that gr eat Salvation, Faith ſets 
before it in the Promiſe. As, Rom. viii. 
24. For we are ſaved by Hope; but 
Hope that is ſeen, is not Hape: for what 
Man ſeeth, (i. e. is in the preſent En- 
joyment of) Vb does he yet Hope for? 
| And this Hope of the regenerate Man, 
1s faid to be good Hope thro Grace. 
2 Theſ. ii. 16. It is not only beſtow'd 


of mere Grace on the Soul, but it is 
E likewiſe founded on Grace; it has he 
Grace of God in Chriſt, diſplay'd in the 
| 3 «abſolute Promiſes, for its Objef. And 
. it Specifically differs from the 
13 of all other Men. While others 
ve a falſe ope, founded on their 
own Obedience, which they think will 
recommend em to the Favour of God; 
the Hope of the New-Born, is 9 
$ $ | |. 1 on the mere Grace of God in Chriſt, 
Without the Deeds of the Law, or re- 
ſpect had to their own Obedience, as a 
ptocuring Cauſe of Salvation. And 
E 438 therefore it's Good; or that that will 
Abide, that ſhall not be cut off. For 
it is ſure and ſtedfaſt, as it enters into 
. that nd the Veil; the Grace, and 
Faiths | 


= - 
x * 
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concerning the New-Birth. 3 1 
Faithfulneſs of God in Chriſt, ſet be- 
fore it in the abſolute Prom iſes, Heb. 
vi. 18, 19. Thus this Grace of Hope, 
acts towards its proper Objects, at the 
Time of the Soul's New-Birth, and _ 
throughout its New-Liſe: For the 
whoſe Courſe of the New-Born Soul, 
thro a World of Trials, is ſaid to be; 
in Hope of eternal Life, which God; 1 
that cannot Lie, hath promis d, Tit. 2 
i. 2. It looks for all the Salvation pro- 
mis'd, both in this World, and that to 
come; but eſpecially regard that 
full and compleat Salvation, to be be- I 
ſtow'd at Chriſt's appearing. For, . 
in this Life only, we baue Hoße in 4 | 
Chriſt, (ſays the Apoſtle) we are.of* 4 
Men moſt Milrable 1 Cor. xv. 19, Our 
Hope, ſays he, is in Chriſt, in whom: . 
all our Salvation is compriz d, and from 
whom it ſhall be beſtow'd. And if 
there was no more to be Enjoy'd'i in, 
and thro' Chriſt, than What we look 2 
for in this Life, we were of all Men 
moſt Miſerable. How is that? 80 1 | 
as I conceive, it's not to une Þ if 
Not Simply : Af this State ens 3 


1 New-Born in this World, under all! 
1 898 _— 


* 
2 4. The 
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1 ieee 
their Afflictions, and Perſecutions for 
_ Chriſt's Sake, in which they have his 
gracisus Preſence, is a worſe State, in 
it ſelf, than that of unregenerate Men, 
L who are wholly at Eaſe in the Enjoy- 
ment of carnal, or ſinful ' Pleaſures. 
No: take a Man that's Born again, in 
the worlt of theſe outward Circum- 
ſtances, when (thro' Divine Permiſſion) 
Men and Devils rage moſt againſt 
him; and perſecute him, even to Death, 
as they did Sepben, the firſt Martyr of 
the Cbriſtian Church; and even then 
his preſent State, conſider d in ice, is 
far preferable to that of an unregene- 
rate Man, in the higheſt Station, Con- 
dition, and Enjoyments of Life. The 
Views, Stephen had of the Glory of God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt, while he was Suf- 
tering for him, fill'd him with unſpeak- 
ably more Pleaſure, and that of an 
higher Kind, than his Enemies could 
take, in venting their Rage by ſtoning 
him, Alls vii. 5 5, Cc. And thus the 


| *Apoſtles, ' and Saints of the primitive 


Church, rejcicd in Tribulations, and 
took more Pleaſure in their being 
counted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt, than 


their Perſecators could, in inflicting 


| an Puniſhments 
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and twould be a miſerable Diſappoint- 


concerning the New-Birth. 5 3 


Puniſhments upon them. 2 Cor. i. 4, 5. 
Als v. 41. And the Martyrs in the 


Flames, even here in England, in 


Queen Mary's Days, have been fill'd 
with inconceivably more Pleaſure in 
their Torments for Chriſt's fake, than 
their Enemies could have in heaping 2? 
Fire and Faggots upon them. Whence 

it is a that the People of God, 
in their te ſuffering State, are not 
of all Men moſt Miſerable, as that 
State is conſider d in itſelf, Sinph. e 
And therefore, this Phraſe, muſt be 
nnderſtood Relatively, or, as it relates 
to that future Glory, in, and thro 
Chriſt, vrhich the Grace of Hope looks 
for. Tf; in this Life only e have Hope 


in Chriſt; we are of all Menmoſt. Mi ſer- 
able. Tis as if the Apoſtle ſnould ſay, 
If there is no State of future Glory 
for us in Chriſt, we are Miſerable; be- 


cauſe we have hoped for ſuch a Thing, 


ment. Yea, if there be no ſuch Thing, 2A 
we are of all Men moft Miſerable ; be- 
.cauſe all the natural Men in the World, _ 
have no more than a natural Appetite, , 2 
which natural Things can fill; and ak- 
ET; every Man in the World, 

* 5 bath 


54 AA Diſcourſe 
hath ſome Satisfaction, more or leſs, in 
the Things of Nature : But as for us 
that are Born again, that are Spiritual 
| Men, we have a Spiritual Appetite, the 
1 Grace of Hope created in our Souls, that 
earneſtly looks for ¶piritual and eternal | 
Glory; and if there is nothing to ſatisfy 
it, ae are miſerable indeed. Yea, the 
Things we Hope for, are inexpreſſibly 
Greater, than what any natural Man in 
the World, has any Deſire after, or 
Expectation of: (For tho' Natural Men 
defire Heaven, according to their own 
Notion of it, as a Place of Eaſe and 
Reſt, Sc. yet they neither ſee nor can 
deſire it, as it is a State of perfect Con- 
formity to, and Enjoyment of God) 
and therefore our Diſappointment, if 
| there be no ſuch Things, muſt needs 
be unſpeakably greater, and more 
miſerable, than what can poſſibly be- 
fall any other Man. And thus it ſhews 
the Piinef of this Grace of Hope, to act 
towards Chrift, and God in him, with 
Regard to the great Salvation promis'd 
in the Life to come, and its Actings 
towards theſe its glorious Objects in this 
Life, until Hope is ſwallow'd up in 
\Enjoymen, or turn'd into Fruition. 


Again, 
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%E we as tf Bonn RO. 
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the main Spring i in a Movement, ſets 
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Again, The Grace of Patience, is 
likewiſe contain'd in that Principle of 
Spiritual Life, produc'd in the Soul, by 
the Spirit of God, at the Time of the 


New-Birth ; which, as it's Fitted for, 2 
ſo it Aﬀs towards its proper Objects, 


Teſus Chriſt, and God in him, as the 


Author o all Salvation for his People, 
both in this World, and that to come. 


When Faith, the principal Grace, like 


all the other Wheels, the other Graces 
in Motion, this of 2 ence works a- 


mong the reſt. When Faith firſt gets 


a View of the Great Salvation of God in 


Jeſus Chriſt, held forth in the * ; : 


Promiſe, as it's Infinitely Full, 


every way ſuitable to that wille, 


neceſſitous Caſe, the New-Born Soul 
ſces itſelf to be in, by reaſon of Sin, 
it ſtraightway brings Tidings of the 
Reality, and Certainty thereof ; upon 
which, Love embraceth, Hope ex- 


Fulfilment of the Promiſe, and for the | 
God of Salvation thera, And this 
Waiting, reſpects all the Salvation pro: 
mis d to the People of God, both in 
this Life, and that to come. Tbe firſt, 


N 7 and _ 


eth, and Patience LR”: for the 


_— 4 Diſcourſe 
and great 1 of a Regenerate Soul, 
1s about! its Eternal Salvation; and the 
of this Grace of Patience, with 
regard thereto, is proportionable 5 that 
Meaſure of F aith the Soul has, as to 
the Salvation itſelf, and its own = 
iety in it. The more Faith - ſces of 
the Salvation of God in Chriſt, the 
more Love delights in it, the. more 
Hope looks for it, and the more Pa- 
tience waits for it. And if the Soul 


hath not at firſt, ſuch an appropriating 


* View, that it can tay, this Salvation in 
| Chriſi, is for Me; yet vie wing it, as 


infinitely Full, and Free for the Chief 


of Sinners, and every way {| uitable to 
its 'own Caſe, it takes Pieaſure in 


gathers Hope concerning it, 100 wag 
don, with a who-can te bar 

Salvation may be mine bs 1 ka 
once a Soul is brought to this, that it 
has a deep Sight of its own Miſery 
Sin, and of its utter Inability to 15 
or relieve. itſelf; and has all its Hope 
of Salvation fart upon the free, rich 
Grace, and Mercy of God in Chriſt; 
& reſolving to caſt itſelf at his Foot, to-be 
fealt with according to his. ſovereign 
Fr and to wa, on the God of 


all 


* 


. 


all Grace, for the Diſplay of his abun- 
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dant Mercy in its eternal Salvation; 
that Soul ſhall never be aſham'd of its 
Hope in God, its Expectation from him, 
nor its waiting for him. For, 5 
ſhall not be aſhamed (faith the Lord) i 
that wait for me, Iſa. xlix. 23. The 
Lord will certainly, in his own Time, 2 
manifeſt himſelf to that Soul, as the 
God of bis Salvation. And ll ien | 
the Soul waits for him. 

And as this Grace of Patience, Pr - 
towards Jeſus Chriſt, and God in him, 
as the Author of eternal Salvation, at- 
the Time of the Soul's Regeneration; 
ſo likewiſe, in its after Actings, it walls. 
on God, as the Author of all thoſe 
Time-Salvations, which he has pros. 
mis' d to his People, and gracioufly- | 
gives them as an. Anſwer to their Pray; 
ers. Nor doth it wait in vain; For, 
Te LorD #s good to them that wait (for: 
him, to the Soul that ſeeketh bim, Lame. „ 
iii. 2 1 

| 8. This Grace of Patioice; acts 
towards Jeſus Chriſt, and God in him, 
as the Author of all that Bliſs, that full 
Salvation, which is promis d to, ane 


LS: Ron | 
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| God, i in the World to come. Hence 
the New-Born, are faid to wait thro 
” the Spirit, for the Hope of Righteouſ- 
neſs by Faith, 64. v. 5. That is, 
for eternal Life, or that eompleat Sal- 
| , vation, which God will give unto all 
+ thoſe who are found in Chriſt's Righ- 
teou ſneſs, at his Appearing. And to 
wait for bis Son from Heaven, 1 Theſ. 
T. 10. Who (fays the Apoſtle) ſhall 
© change our vile Body, that it may " 
- f af oned like unto his glorious Body, ac- 
c ond ng to the Working, whereby 1 1⁰ 
alle to fubdue, even all Th:ngs unto. 
bine , Phil. iti. 21. And whe God 
the Saviour, appears the ſecond Tine 
without Sin, to the full Salvation of his 
Prop le; They 1 fay, Lo, this is our 
Gad, we — waited for him, and he 
will ſave us: this is the LoRD, we have 
watt ed for him, we Twill be glad and re- 
Jai ce im his Salvation, Heb. 1 Ifa. 


XXV. 9. 


tion te his People, in the three Reſpects 


And as ; this Grace of Patience; waits 
upon God, as the Author of all Salva- 


me ntion'd; So it's admirably fitted to 
endure Aſichions, and quietly bears 
whatever the. Lord is pleas'd to exer- 


2 ciſe: 
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ciſe the Soul with, until the promis d 
Salvation comes. Hence Patience and 
ö  Long-ſuffering, are join d together, 
; when the Apoſtle prays: for the New- 
Born, that they might be frengthned 
with all Might thereunto, Col. i 11% 
Becauſe Patience is an enduring, a 

)  Long-ſuffering. Grace. And thus the 

| Patience of the Theſſalontans,. is com- 

f mended, in all the Perſecutions, and 

ö Tribulations which they.endur'd, 2 Thefi _ 
4 i. 4. And the Apoſtle Fames, exhorts 


the Saints, he wrote to, to be Patient: 

2 under all their Affietions, and ftabliſh 25 
their Hearts unto the coming of the 

ö Lord. And to encourage them. heres 

: unto, he ſets before them the Example 

B of the Huſbandman : The Husbandman 

waiteth for the precious Fruit of thi 

Earth, and hath long Patience for it; 

until he receive the early and the latter 

Rain. Be ye alſo Patient, (ays he): | 

flabliſh your Hearts; for the comii ng of 

the Lord. draweth nigh, Jam. v. 7, 8 

And thus he exhorts them to fake the 


Prophets, who had ſpoken in the Name 
of the Lord, for an Example of ſuffers 
ing A Hon, and of Patience. And 
| hs ; the enduring Chriſtian; was 


the 


ther Grace, contained in that Princi- 
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the moſt Hepp giving an Inſtance in 
Job: Ne have heard (fays he) ' of the 


Patience of Job, and have ſeen the End 


e the Lord, or the happy Iſſpe, the 
Tord, of his tender Mercy, gave him 
ont of all his Troubles, Yer, 10, 11. 
And thus, Bleſſed is the Man that. en 
adureth Temptation; for when he is 


Nied, he ſhall receive the Crown of 


3 Life” which the Lord hath promis d fo 
1 ien that love him, Chap. La 
And as this Grace of Patience, is 
en fitted for ſuffering, the Url 
vue Part of Obedience; ſo likewile, 
doing, the active Part of it alſo. Hence 
the Hearts of God's People, under the 
Regenerating Work of the Spirit, being 
ſet forth, as good: Ground, having the 
Word of the Goſpel, as'a living Seed, 
caſt into it, is ſaid to bring forth Fruit 
- with Patience, Luke viii. 15. And 


unto them, who by patient Continuance 


E in Well- doing, feek' for Glory, Honour, 


and Immortality, God will give eternal 


2 Lie, Rom. ii. 7. But, 
I!n the next Place, Humility, is and. 


ple of Spiritual Life, produc'd by the 


ns in the Souls of the — — | 


at 
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ZE © its in Goodneſs; that in its on 
” Opinion; it ſtands fair for Heaven, And 
= as far above others, for Acceptanee 
| with God, as the Mountains and Hills 
are above the Plain, or Falley for 
Height. And this it does, by ſhewing 


t. 
the Soul, the Glory of God, and of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which breaking in upon 
13 with a Ray of its tranſcendent Bright- 
nes, makes all its own apprehended 
= Goodnefs, in its Nature Obedience, 
- diſappear, as the Moon and Stars, he- 
| _ fore the rifing Sun, Thus it fol 
Per. 5. And the Glory of the LORD 
all be revealed, and all Fleſh ſhall ſee 
it together, And the Glory of the 
be” Lon p] that is, of the LorDp the Me- 
dA4duator, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Meſſiah, and fo, of the LoRÞ the 

Father, and of the Loxp the Spirit 
. too, in, and through Him. Shall be 
= 2 [revealed], In the Miniſtration of the 
- = glorious Goſpel, and by the Spirit of 
God therein. And all F Fleſh ſhall ee] 
it together, Either, 1. Externally, as 
all do where the eee eee 
ſome of whom, being left in their Na- 
Ko e- Dark els, oppoſe the Light, "al 
=_ | al 7 
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concerning the New-Birth. 6 
nally reject the Lord Jeſus, as the a- 
lone Saviour, and ſo periſh from under i 
the Sound of the Goſpel ; it being unto 41 
them, a Savour of Death unto Death, * 


Or, 2. Internally, by a ſpecial ſaving 
Light ſet up by the Spirit of God in 
their Underſtandings; and ſo all Fleſh, : 
Sinners of all Stations, Conditions, 
Ranks and Sizes, which are New-borrs, - 
ſee the Glory of God in Chriſt, thro' the 
bleſſed Goſpel, to the humbling 
Souls, and making them to fall ; 
before it, and gladly embrace the Lord 
Jeſus, to their eternal Life and Salva- 
„ 
Ver. 6. The Voice of the Goſpel 4 
cries, all Fleſh is Graſs, and all the 
Goodli neſs thereof as the Flower of © 
the Field. It proclaims all the Goods 
lineſs of Nature, in Moral Perfor. - 
mances, while the Soul is in an unre> 
generate State, which a natural Man is 
fo proud of, to be, at beſt, but wither- 
ing, fading Stuff; which can't ſtand- 
before the blaſting Wind of God's 
Wrath, breaking out upon it, thro” 
the "Curſes of a broken Law's: „ nor 
vet, before the efficacious. Hah. A 


* 


I ; g Glory 
| Jeſus, the Sun of Righ an. 
LL” riſing upon it therein. And the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel, under the Breath- 
ings of the Spirit, to the humbling of 
God' 8 82 was foretold. 

Ver. 7. The Graſs withereth, the 
3 fadeth ; (that is, all the Good: 
lineſs of unregenerate Neatu re, loſeth 
its Beauty in the Eye of the New- 
born). becauſe the Spirat of the LORD 
bloweth upon it : Surely the People are 
Graſs. The People that are New-born, 
being cut down, by the Word of the 
Goſpel, with reſpect to thoſe high 
Imaginations, and tow'ring Conceits 
they once had, of their natural Abi- 
ties, and Self-Excellencies ;: theſe wi. 
ther like the mown Graſs, before a 
drying Wind, and the ſcorching Heat 
of the Sun. And then follows, 

Ver. 8. The Graſs withereth, the 
Flower fadeth , but the . ord of our 
God ſhall fland for ever. The Pro- 
Phet here has a View of the People 
of God, in their natural and ſpiritual 
Eſtate. And tis as if he ſhould ſay, 
See what work the Goſpel makes in the 
| cy of God's choſen ; it bumbles 


i them, 
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them, cuts them. down, they fall 
down before the E a and. 
Power thereof ; this is in order o 
exalt them. Their natural Excellen- 
cies, Wiſdom, Strength, enen 
have loſt their — in their Eye; 
But it was to adorn hos te 
perror Glories of Chriſt, and his Righte- 
ouſneſs, that beauteous, everlaſting 
Robe, which can ſuſtain no Change; 
5 abides the. ſame in its  refulgent 
| „thro all the Succeſſes of Time, 
a ind o the; endless Ages. of Eternity. 
e For, . The Word of our Gd (the Chriſt 
hof God, in all Bis. infinite Fulneſs, as 
s the great Saviour) tall aud for e bert 
And fo; the Glory of the ſaved Ones 
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-In, and thro' Han, is Permanent auc | } 


a Wl Unchangeable.. Their State in Chriſt, 
with leh to their 7u/lification before 
God, as they ſtand in the Obedience 
of his Son, is a permanent and un 
changeable. Glory, Fur there is gun. 
demnation to them which are in Cori 
Teſus : There is none at preſent, nor 
ever ſhall be; They /hall not come in. 
to Cyndemuation; hut are paſſed from 
. Life, unchangeable Life, of 

r Duratiof, Rom. viii. 1. Job. | 


v. 24. 
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66 4A 2 
v. 24. And their State bro Chriſt 
as New-Born, or, as having a Princi- 

ple of ſpiritual Life, wn ap 
to them out of Chriſt's Fulneſs, 
wrought in their Souls 5 the 10 
Spirit, thro the Word of the Goſpel 
is likewiſe a permanent, abiding Glory; 
For they're Born again, not of Cor- 
ruptib Seed, but of Incorruptible, by 
the Wotd of God, which Tiveth, and 
abigeth for ever. As 1 Pet. i. 23. 
Where this Prophecy of Iſaial, 
1s apply'd to the Goſpel Diſpenfation, 


and particularly, to the Work of the 


Spirit thereby, in regenerating the Soul, 
and bumbling proud Nature. And this 
Grace of Humility, in the Souls of the 
New-born, diſcovers itſelf, in its acting 
towards Jeſus Chriſt, as a complete Sa- 
viour, in ſubmitting to his Righteouſ- 
neſs, in being beholding unto him for 
| Strength, and dependant upon him 
for Wiſdom, and in yielding unto tus 
Government. : 

Proud Nature, will not 1 2 2 to the 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, as it's ap- 
pointed of God, to be the only juſtify- 
ang Righteouſneſs of all that ſhall be 


ſaved. No: It thinks its own Works 


muſt 
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muſt have Place in its A nce with 
God. Thus Paul while a Phari zee, 
counted his Birth-Privileges, and his 
own Obſervance of the Law of Moſes, 
to be his Gain, in Point of Juſtification 
and eternal Life. But when he was 
born again, and humbled by the Grace 
of the Goſpel, he was quite of another 
Mind; And thoſe things which he be- 
fore eſteem'd as his Gain, he then 
counted Loſs for Cbriſt, yea, eſteem d 
them no better than Dung, for the Ex. 
cellency a the Knowledge of Cbriſt, as 
his Lord ; that he gbr be found in 
him, not having his own legal Righte- 
ouſneſs, but the R:ghteouſneſs of oo 
(of God the Father's appeinting, of 


God the Son's working out, and of 


God the Spirit's revealing and applying) 
which rs by Faith, as it ſtands oppos'd 
to the Works of the Law. Or that 


which is apprehended, and laid hold f 


by Faith, as the Soul's juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs before God, exclufive of the 
Works of the Law, or any of its own 
Obedience, Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. And 
thus he tells his Countrymen, the 
Jews, who had a Zeal of God, but not 
according to Knowledge , being ig- 

norant 
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68 4 Diſcourſe 
Aorant . . God's Righteouſneſs, (i. 
The ſtrict Parity and Richtecufnetß 
of God's Nature, and of his Hoh 
| Law, who, according thereto, re- 
quires perfect Obedience, and can ac- 
cept no leſs) went about to eftablifh their 
own Righteouſneſs, and not (ſays. he) 
ſubmitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs 
of God. That is, unto the Rightcouſneb Wl _ 
of Chriſt, which is of God's appoint-· 
ing, working out, reyealing and ap- 
plying, Nom. x. 2, 3. - Theſe: poor 1{ 
 #achites, were too proud to ſtoop to 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; they were un- 
willing that Chriſt ſhould b be All unto 
them, in Point of Righteouſneſs; 
and therefore endeavoured to work out 
"6 Righteouſneſs of their own, arid fo 
to exalt themſelves as their own Sa- 
viours: On which Account they attain- 
ed not to the Law of Ri — 
to that they ſought after, viz. a State 
_ of Joftkeation. before God; Becauſe 

they ſought it not by Faith, But 48 
itt were by the Works of the Law. Fur 
they ſtumbled at that flumbling Stone, 
Chriſt the only juſtifying Righteouſneſi 
of all the faved ones, Rom. ix. 31, 
a 2 ſo does every unregeneraie 


Man 


fic 


ps 
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an to this Day: Whatever Profeſ- 
ſion, or Denomination he goes by a- 
mong Men, he ſees not the Excellency 
of Chriſt's Obedience. to God's Holy 
Law, as it is the Matter of a Sinners 
aſtification before God; nor doth he 
ſee any Need of it for himſelf : But 
riſes up againſt it, in the Ignorance” 
and Pride of his Spirit, and will b& 
rorking for Life, as being ſtill upon 
Nature's Bottom, and under the Old 
Covenant; the Voice of which was, 
Do, and Jive. But it's far other - 
iſe with the New-Born, who have 
he Grace of Farth and of Humility 
wrought in their Souls: Theſe, ſee the 
ranſcendent Glory of Chriſt's s Righte- 
ouſneſs, and bow down unto it, with 
he higheſt Joy and Reverence ; and 
ſay, in their very Souls, tis the Lan- 
guage of their Hearts, as well as 

Lips, as was long ago foretold, 'In 24 
ORD bave I ee 16. Av. 


4. 1 
Again, This Grace of Hunility, 6 
the Souls of the New-Born, acts. Sar 4 
wards Chrift, its Object, in being be- 
holding unto him for Strength. Every 
Man while in an Unregenerate State; 


has 
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70 i Diſcourſe 
© has a high Conceit of his own Ability 
do do that which is Well-pleafing unto 
= God; and hence it is, that he ſets about 
Obedience to the Law, to make him- 
ſelf acceptable in his Sight. And the 
- moſt flagitious Sinner, thinks he has 
Power in himſelf to turn to God, when- 

ever he pleaſes to exert it: Whence, 
under ſome Convictions of Sin, and 
Flaſhes of the fiery Law in his Conſci- 
_ ence, he makes Reſolutions to amend 
his Ways, and become a New-Man. 
And as he's ignorant of that Need he 
has of Omnipotent Power to be put W:. 
E - forth, in delivering of him from Sin vr 
and Satan, and in giving of him a New- 
E "Heart, and then a New-Life, or, that “ 
mie, Goſpel- Reformation of Life, |M** 


which is proper to a New Creature; fo 
be likes not to be beholding to another I. 
” for Strength; But in the Pride of his I 
: - Spirit, g/orzesin his apprehended Might, 
And therefore, the Lord ſays, Let not 
© Ztbe mighty Man glory in his Might, 
Jer. ix. 23. But when, by the Omni- 
= potent Grace of the Goſpel; any poor 
Soul is Humbled, this high Imagination 
, caft down. As ſays the Apoſtle; 

| 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. For the Weapons of our 
RT. + Warfart, 
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concerning the Neu- Birth. 21 
e ar not Carnal, but Spiritual, 
Migluy tbro God, to the pulling 
lou of” firong Holds : Caſting. down- x 
Inaginations, and every high Thing” 4 
which exalteth itſelf againſt the Knows: 
edge. of God, and bringing into.Capti-. :. 
ity every Ti bought 92 o ſo 5 this of Self- 
ability, among the reſt); Zo. the Obedi-. 4 
nce of Chriſt, who is the Lord our 4 
trengtb. We are by. Nature, with. 
ut Strength, Rom. v. 6. The Soul; 

dy * Sin, is like a fick Man, | 
oid of Strength, and unfit for Labour, 5. 
Yea, while Unregenerate, it is Dead in 4 
Sin, Eph. ii. 1. And has no more 


n R 3 A 
- Power to do any Thing that is Sheri £. 
92 Good, than a Dead Man has to 


act, who wants a Principle of Eiſe for 
0 Motion. And when . the Soul is 
quickned by the Grace of God, and fo 


fl has a 5 of Senſation, it ſees this 
+ Nas once its Caſe, and feels its natu- 
oe ral Inability, or, the Weakneſs of its 
: , Jorupt Nature, to do any ſpiritual 


good Thing : When it has a Mill given 
it, yet it wants Strength for Perform. 
ance. As, Rom, vii. 18. For to Willis 3 
reſent with me, but how to perform © 
that which is Good, I fond net. And WW 


therefore ya 


- 
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therefore it falls down in the Duſt be- 
fore the Lord, and implores Divine Af. 
fiſtance; and glad it is of the bleſſed 
5 Tidings, the Goſpel brings it, that there 
is Strength for it in the Lord Jeſs, and 
that his Strength ſhall be made Per ett 
in bis Weakneſs, 2 Cor. Xu. 9. 'And 
therefore receiving the Teſtimony here. 
_ of, Rejoycing herein, and Bowing here. 
to, it ſays, In he LoRD have I Strength, 
If. xlv. 24. eee, 
he calls me to, whether of Doing, or 
Suffering; as ſays the Apoſtle, T can 
do all things thro Chrif which Jr ength: 
neth me, Phil. iv. 13. 
Further, This Grace of Huniiie, i in 
the Souls of. the e- Born, acts to- 
wards Chriſt its Obje#, in being De. 
pendant upon him for Wiſdom. Man by 
Nature, he a Fool, in reſpect of ſpiritual 
Things. And yet fo 17 is he, that, 
dain Man, dect W. deſtitute of 
all ſpiritual Wiſdom) — be Wife 
altbo he's Born like the wild Aſſes Colt 
Job xi. 12. Every- - Unregenerate Soul, 
has an high Conceit of his own Wil 


dom; of his Ability to know, and of 


- ne Knowledg e he hath attain d. Thus 
5 a Fe her = old, prided therſelype 
In 
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ient:to.know the Meffab, and 
thought-thoſe- Fools, who beliey'd on 


Jeſus of Nazareth, as the Chriſt of Goc 


And when the Officers they ſent to take 


him, return d without him, and gave "22M 


this} as :the;Reaſon-'of it, Neuer M 
Spar as this "Man: Are je alſo De- - 
cerv'd 8 (ay; they) Have any of” the | 


Ralers;\ or - of the: Phariſees Beliewd'on _ 


bim? But this People who knoweth-not 
the Lau are Curſed, John vii. 46, 47; 
48, 49. But whatever Wiſdom -any 
natural Man may have, whether ho be 
488 or Gentile, Bond or Free, whicli 
prides himſelf -1 in, as ſufficient to 
ide him in the Way to Heaven, the 
oly Ghoſt calls 150 better than the 
772 of this World ; which he ſays, 
God bath: made Feolifh, 1 Cor. i. 20. 
where is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? 
Where. is the Diſputer of this World ? 
Hath' not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom 
of this World'? He bath made it ap- 
pear to be ſo indeed, in the Revelation 
of Chriſt, as the alone Saviour. Which 


is a Wiſdom too high, a Glory too bright, 


for all the zorſe. and prudent Men in the 
World, while in a State of Nature, to 
* BY gs 'D 5 behold. 


in aheit apprehended Wiſdom as if if 
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BB behold. Wa rea Chri dapper 
| the to the: Ne. A 

Block, and to the” Greeks Fookfomeſs, 
wer.) 23. There was not 4 Man of 
them then, nor apy that by-all 
their natural,  acquir d Wiſdom, 
(however prond | hey gay be ef 
is able to diſcern. the N idm of 
in Saving his People Dy 2 crucify'd 


Fei. "No, fays the Apoſtle," 7h 


reaching of the Og; the Goſpel of 
| ae by a c 50 Saviour) 10 
1% them which: periſb, ' Fooliſhneſs, ver. 
18. The Wiſdom of God in & Goſ- 
pel, deſtroys the 44.4 " the Wife, 
end brings to nothing nder landing 
of the Prudent, — — 9. And they, 
in their proud Wiſdom, count the 
Wiſdom 6f God Fooliſhneſs, ver. 21. 
let Men, in their Ignorance and 
Pride, quarrel at the Croſs of Chriſt, 
as long as they pleaſe, to their eternal 
undoing, God will ſave his own by ier 
Theſe ſhall have a ſpecial, ſaving, in- 
ternal Revelation of the iſdom of 
God herein, to the humbling of their 
Souls, and making them ſhrink to no- 


„ thing in their own Sight, and ſee all 


chir natural Wüdom, with ref po to 
ick the 


> ww re 


a 


concerning i NeweBirth. = ; 4 
the Way of Salvation, and the Things 


of Salvation, to be but mere Polly : 


And without” fuch a Revelation, no 
Man can fee Jeſus, the Chriſt of God 
to the Salvation of his Soul. And : 
therefore, when Peter had made that 
brave Confeſſion of his Faith, to our 
Lord, Thou art Chrift, the Sor of the 


Living God: Fefus anſwered him and 


ſaid, Bleſſed art thou Simon, Bar-jona ; 
for Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed it 


unto 5 but my Father which is in 
Heaven, Mat. xvi. 16, 17. And, 'The 
natural Man, ſays the Apoſtle, receiveth 
not the Thing s of the Spirit of God; 


for they are Fool meſs unto him; nei- 


ther can he know them becau fe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The 


natural Man (the Man of Soul, hs Ra- 
tionaliſt, with all his bright Parts; na- 
tural and acquir'd) receiveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God; becauſe. 
they are Fooli/hneſs unto him: And 


they are ſo, becauſe he cannot "bw. 


them: And he cannot know them, be- 
cauſe he has neither a ſpiritual Revela- 


tion to diſcover them, nor a ſpiritual Bye 


to take them in; for they are ſhiritu- 


| ally diſcerned, and only ſo. But G! 


D 2 bas. 


„ 1/4 Diſcourſe 
FF bas revealed them unto us by his Spirit, 
ſays he, ver. 10. Unto Us, the New- 
Born, who have an Eye of Faith given, 
hath God reveal'd, or diſcover'd his 
Things by.his Spirit. And Chriſt's be- 
ing woke Wiſdom to his People ; 'is one 
of the Things which the Spirit of God 
reveals to the New-born, who being 

humbled by divine Grace, become as It. 
tle Children in their own Sight, that 
have need of teaching ; and are glad to 
learn of Chriſt, and be dependant upon 
him for all their In iſdom, becoming 
Fools, in their own Eſteem, that fo 
they may be wiſe, under his teaching, 
1 Cor. m. 18. And to theſe Babes, 
| God the Father reveals Chriſt, and his | 
Things, when he hides them from the 
wiſe and prudent, as the great Sovereign 
f Heaven and Earth, for which our 

Lord gave Thanks, Moat. xi. 2 . need 
In the next Place, this Grace of Thin. 
mility, acts towards Chriſt, its Object, 
in yielding to his Government. And 
the Language of it is, in the Souls of 
the Neu- Born, The LoRD 5s our Fudge, 


© the LoRD is our Law-giver, the LoRD 


| is our King, be will ſave us, Ia. xxxiii. 
22. dhe ene, of proud Nature, 


concerning the New-Birth. ; 7 N 


in unregenerate Men, is, ave will not 
have this Man, the Man Chriſt, to 
reign over us, Luke xix. 14. But 
when once the Soul is humbled by he 
Grace of God, it ſays with Saul, when 
humbled in Soul, and proſtrate in Body 
on the Earth, by the majeſtick Glory 
of the Saviour's Voice, and Appearance 
to him from Heaven, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? Acts ix; 6. Tis 
as if he ſhould ſay, I have been my 
own Lord long enough, and under the 
Dominion of Sin and Satan, to thy 
Diſhonour, and my own unſpeakable 
Miſery ; but now I ſee thee to be the 
alone Saviour, I bow down in my very 
Soul to thy Sceptre, and from hence- 
forth, give up my ſelf to be thy Ser- 
vant. And thus the People of God, 
in ſubmitting to the Government of 
Chriſt, are brought in ſpeaking, Jia. 
xxvi. 13. O LoRD our God: other Lords 
befides thee have had Dominion over us; 
but by thee only will we make mention "of 
thy Name. The Souls of the Mus- Born, 
ſee ſuch a tranſcendent Glory in Chriſt, 
this great Lord, which makes them de- 7 
lightfully how to his Sceptre, and count 
i their Honour to be his Servants.) LY 
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4 Diſeurſe, 

| This was a Title the Apoſtles glory'd 
in, 4 Servant | of Jeſus Chrift ; as is 
manifeſt in their Zpiftles, And their 
entire Subjection to him is declar d, 
Rom. xiv. 8. For whether ue live, (fy 
the Apoſtle) we live unto the Lord, 
whether: we die, . 
Living, and dying we are the Lord v. 
The regenerate Children of God, in 
the Exerciſe of this Grace of Humility, 
firſt give themſelves up unto the Lord, 
ial then unto bis People by the Will of 
God, 2 Cor. viii. 5. Submitting to all 
the Laws and Ordinances of Chriſt, 
the King of Sion, relating to their Be- 
haviour,- both. 8 God and Men, 
in the Church and in the World. H 
iyg learn' d of their meek and lowly Ma- 
er, they, at his Command, take his 
Yoke upon them, and ſo they find Reſt 
unto > i Souis, Mat. xi. 29. For his 
Service is perfect Freedom, his Mays 
to them are Ways of Pleaſontneſs, 
und all bis Paths Peace, Prov. iii. 17. 
They love Chriſt's Precepts, and yield 
once « to his Commands; Whether 
that are included in the moral Law, 
of thoſe which peculiarly reſpect the 
| ane of the Gofpet rea ih” the 
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now, as it is the Law e Moſes, 4 
Covenant of Works, for Life, that 
curſeth for -Difobedience. - No, 
ſo they are 4 7p #f, ver. 4. But 
81 under it toiChrift, 1 Cor. ix. 
21. Who, as King. of Sion, has given 
it te Gau bs the: e ud ei Obes - 
dience; that Obedience, which, as the 
ſaved of the Lord, they: yield out of 
and Thankfulneis unto him that 
as loved them. Thus being not their 
own, but bought with a Price, (from 
entlleks" Death, to endleſs. Life) they 
glariſy God in tbeir Body, and in thett 
Spirit, which are the Luut; 1 Cor." vi. 
49, 20. As by Purchaſe und Pofte(- 
fiep, fo by chearful, humble — 
tion. Thus the Grace of Humility, in 
the Sduls of the Neu- Born, atts to- 
wards Ghrift its Objelt, in ſubmitting 
to his Righteouſneſs; in re 2 
unto! him for Strength; | 

um for Vim; and; i 18 

his Goverment. | And in all, proted Self 
is abgſed, and the Lord Uri exalt. 
ed ; 10ho of God is muùde untb them Wiſe 


dem, Righteouſneſs, Santification; and 


Retdemption, That be that glorieth, 
| D 4 might 
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uche Bous bf the Regenerate, acts to- 
wards. Chrift 


| e dence as well as Grace. 


| cording to 


1 
+ of 


and Salvation, 10 and thro” his Sor; | 
in being beholding to the Riches of his 


the Rickes. uf t 
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F N as this Grace of Humility) 
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its Object ; o towards | 


Mercy, Love and Grace f in 
bowing to his Sovereigniy; in adbring 

his Miſdom; in ing on his Progr, 
and in ſubmitting to his Dominion, in 


>” x 4 


Thus Manaſſeh, when 'he Hum bled 
kirmſelf greatly before the God of his 
Fathers, on the account of his Tranf- 

Mons; was glad to be beholding, to 
od's Mercy, Love * 
Grace in Chriſt, for his Salvation ; and 


' when he beſought the Lord bis Cal, be 


as intreated of him, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 
13. And David, when he humbled 
nöwielk bebte (0d, for the Sin of his 
Nature and Practice; Pſal. li. Cries 
- gat, - Have Mercy. upon me, O God, ac 
thy loving Kindneſs 15 nccordi 
ing toube Mauticudeof thy tender Mercies, 
blot aut ny Tung eu ver,: 11 And, 
een ee os The 
. GA 2 Cl | wah 
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The Apoſtle Paul expreſſeth the juſt I 
Senſe his humbled Soul had of God's So- 


vereignty, in ſaving ſome, of mere Grace, 


and in paſſing by others; where, in 
anſwer to the ſuppos'd Objection of an 
Adverſary, he ſays, Nay, but, O Man, 
who art thou that replieſt againſt God? 
Shall the- Thing formed, ſay unto bim 
that formed 455 Why haſt thou made me 
thus? Hath not the Potter Power over 
the Clay, of the ſame Lump to make one 


Veſſel unto Honour, and another unto Diſ- 4 


honour, &c. Rom. ix; 20% Gere £55 
And thus all the New-Born, in the 
Exerciſe of this Grace of Humility, 
bow to the Sovereignuty of God; which 
Unregenerate Men quarrel at, and op- ' 
poſe with all their Might. 
And as they bow to divine Sove- 
reignty, ſo they adore the infinite Wiſe = 
dom of God, diſplay'd in the Salvation 
of Sinners; ſaying, with the Apoſtle, 
Rom. xi. 33. O the Depth of the Riches 
both of the Wiſdom Ke Knowledge of 
God ! how unſearchable are his 2 — 
ments, and his Ways paſt finding out. 
Again, the Grace of Humility in the 
Souls of the Regenerate, acts towards 


God, in depending on his Power, They 
D 5 ſay, 


4 Diſcomſe 
; ſay, I ſurrounded with ſpiritual 
| |» hi as Jehoſbaphat, when en- | 
b compalſs'd with that Multitude of out- 
ward Foes, 2 Chron. xx. O our God, 
wilt thou not Fudge them ? For we have 
no Might —— this great * that 
| againſt us; neither know we 
+ oi to pH but our Eyes are upon i 
bee, ver. 12. And in tbine Han 14 g 
Power and Might, fo that none is able 
to withſtand — ver. 6. And as they 
depend on him for Deliverance from all 
Evil, ſo, for the Enjoyment of all that 
great. Goodneſs he has ſpoken of con- 
cerning them; being fully perſuaded 
that what be has promiſed, be is 1 al- 
' foto perform, Rom. iv. 1. 

Once more, this Grace of Humility, 
as towards God its Ovzeet, ee 
ting to his Domi nion in Providence, as 
well as Grace. That it does ſo in 
Grace, has been hinted; and that it does 
ſo in Providence, appears, in that Ac- 
know ledgment made, Pſal. xv. 3. 
Our God is in the Heavens, he hath 

done whatſoever be pleaſed. And, It is 
the Lord, (ſays old Eli) let him do what 
ſeemeth bim good, 1 Sam. ui. 18. And 
(ys ha Shall ae receive good at the 
Hand 
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Hand of God, and ſhall we not receiue 
Evil? Chap. ii. 10. And I have ſearn- 
ed (ſays the Apoſtle Paul) in whatſoever 
State I am, therewnth to be content. 1 
know both how: to be abaſed, and I know | 
boto to abound ; every where, and in all 
things I an ended, both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and is 
fuffer Need, Phil. iv. IT, 12. And as 
this Grace of Humility, in the Souls of 
the New-Born, acts towards God, its 
04je#, in the reſpects mentioned, ſo, 
it as towards him, as the God of all 
Trace and Salvation in his Son. | 
It is thus, Faith views. him, Love 
leaves to him, Hope expects from him, 
atience waits for him, and Humi- 
ty ſubmits to him. God in Chriſt, as 
e God of all Grace and Salvation, * 
th for Time and Eternity, is the Ob- 
& which all theſe Graces act towards; 
nd fo, this Grace of Humility, in the - * 
louls of the Næu- Born, differs from all 
at bears that Name in unregenerate 
len. Tis the Grace of the Goſpel, or 
God in - Chriſt, that Humbles the 
ew- Born; and not the Terrors of the 1 
2, as it denonnceth Carſe and Wrath - 7 
aint RAE Tranſgrefſor. And 2 | 
4 ore 
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fore Sg the Lord N to wot 
his finfol People à New-Heart, and 
ſays he will be dei God, Ezek. xxxvi; 
26, Cc. he foretells the Carriage of 
their humbled Souls, under the ſweet 
Influences of his Grace, Ver. 31. Then 
all ye remember "your own evil Ways, 
and your Doings which have not been 
Good, and ſhall lothe your ſelves i in "your. 
_ 00n 'Ss gbr, for your Iniguities, and for 
jour Abomi nations. And thus, Chap: 
xvi..62, 63. And I will eftabliſh my 
Covenant with thee, and thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lox ; that thou mayſt 
remember, and be confounded, and never 
open thy Mouth any more, becauſe of Py thy 
Shame, when T am pacify'd foward thee 
for. all that thou haſt done, ſaith the 
Lord Go p. And as it is in Cbriſt 
and in him only, that God can be paci- 
fy'd, or be the God of Peace to a poc 
Sinner; ſo it is the Diſplay of thi 
Grace in him, that is the Ground of al 
Evangelical Humiliation before Goc 
*Tis this draws out the Soul in the ex 
erciſe of Humility, to act towards Go 
all manner of Ways, at the Time c 
its New-Birtb, and all along through 
out its New-Life, TOE its ſtay in th( 
Hoey 
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And with' theſe bumble Souls 
God will bell 1G21vit. 15. For” thus 
ſaith the big gb and bofty one, that inba- 
biteth Eeer ity : whoſe Nate! is Hoh; 
I dwell in the high” and holy Place; with 
him ulſs that is of a" contrite- and hum- 
ble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the 
Humble, and the Heart of the Contrite 
mes. TO theſe" his Ear is open, for 
theſe his Hand is engag' d; for be for- 
getteth not the ery of the Humble, Pal. 
ir. 12. To theſe he will give Grace, 
Jam. iv. 6. And theſ# he will exalt in 
due” Time, 1 Pet. v. 6. But to paſs on: 

The Grace of Meehneſs, is. likewiſe 
contained in that Principle of ſpiritual 
Life produc'd by the Spirit of God, in 
the Souls of the Ne- Born; which 
likewiſe a#s towards its proper Objects, 
God, Chriſt, the Saints, yea, all Men. 
Patience, Humility, and Meekneſs are 
Graces that are very near of kin, and 
therefore are join'd together in the ſa- 
cred Writings. As, Epb. iv. 2. Ol. 
111, 12. But there is doubtleſs a Dif- 
ference between them. The Grace of 
Patience, more peculiarly reſpects the 


Soul's Endurance under all the Trials it 


meets with in God's Way, until 1 | 


. 
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mie d Mercies, and hop d e 
Come. The Grace, of Haniſity, re- 
ſpedts the Lowline/s of the Soul, in it 
22 towards God, while it waits 
him. And the Grace of Merk. 
dn reſpects the Silneſi, or Quietnels of 
the Soul, under thoſe Things which 
ſeem to make againſt it from Gad, and 
under real Injuries 8 from 
Men. — ſtands oppos d to Hate, 
cr a ſinfal Haſtideſs of Spi pirit in mn 
Deliverance out of Gol s Way, and 
before God's Time. Humility ſtands 
oppos d to Pride, or Haughtineſs of 
Spirit. And Meekneſs ſtands oppos d to 
Anger, or a tumultuous, wrathfal Re- 
ſentment of Spirit, under Things which 
make againſt our real, ot apprehended 
Happineſs. And this Grace of Meek- 
neſs, aFs towards its proper Objects, at 
the Time of the Soul's New-Bzrth. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for | wiſe and 


gracious Ends, doth oft carry it rough- 


ly to the Souls he deſigns Mercy for, 
9 they int come to — for Salva- 

As Foſeph did to his Brethren, 
— they ii came to him 70 buy Corn ; 
that ſo he might bring them to a greater 


1 850 of their Sin, nod commend. his 
E it - 1 5 


man, & ot Wl = A hack 


H 1 © 8 


- 


Re „ eK e 


* 


. 


9 9 


* 


1% 2 OY Wwe 


concerning the New-Birth. g 


Love the more, in ſupplying their 
Wants, notwithſtanding all that they 
had done againſt him. And our Lord's 
Behaviour to the Woman of Canaan, 
when ſhe beſought him to have Mercy 
on her, and to heal her Dau ghter, is 
ſweet Reſemblance of his to 
many whom he loves, when they 
oome to him for the Salvation of their 
Souls. And her Behaviour towards him, 
doth likewiſe ſhew the Carriage of a 
meek Soul, towards its frowning Lord. 
In the Account, we have of it, Matt; 
xv. 22, &. It's ſaid, And behold, a 
Woman of Canaan came out of the ſame 
Coaſts, and cried unis him, ſaying, haue 
Mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of 
David ; for my Daughter is grievouſly 
vexed. with a Devil. Here the Wo- 
man, having Faith given her, that our 
Lord was the true Mefpab, the anoint- 
ed one of God, and that he had Fulneſs 
of Power in bimſelf to help and deliver 
her, ſhe comes in the Anguiſh. of het 
Soul, falls down at his Feet, and be- 
ſeeches him to have Mercy upon her; 


or, to draw out the Compaſſions of his I 


Heart, towards her in Miſery, by ex- 


tending the Power of his Arm, in her- 


Deliverani. 


1 Diſcourſe E 
Deliverance, - And thus a Neu- Born 
Soul comes unto Chriſt for Mercy, 


V Why, our kind Lord, whoſhew'd his In- 


finite Readineſs to help all the Diſtreſſed 
that came to him for Relief, in this 
Inſtance, ſeem'd to take no Notice of 
her, Ver. 2 3. But he anſwer'd her not 
a Word. Oh ſtrange! What could the 
Woman think, but that there was no 
Mercy in him for her, and therefore 
ſhe might go her Way, and ſeek no 
more for- it? Well, Thus the Lord 
deals, ſometimes, with a New- Born 
Soul, that ſeeks unto him for Mercy; 
he anfwers it not a Word. But this was 
not all the Diſcouragement the poor 
Woman met with. For, his Diſciples 
beſought him, ſaying, Send her away, 
for ſhe crietb after us, ver. 23. And 
thus a poor Soul may meet with Diſ- 
couragement from Chriſt's Followers, 
as well as from himſelf. And when 
eſus anſwer'd, he ſaid, I am not ſent 
ut to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 
Tfrael, ver. 24. Which the poor Wo- 
man might underſtand of Literal Iſrael; 
and ſo think herſelf excluded the Bene- 
N fit of his Miſſion ; the being one of ano- 
: ther 
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ther Nation! But lo, her Faith 8 
ſtrengthned by divine Pore moe] 
this Diſcouragement alſo, ver. 25. Then 
came ſhe ani "orſpip'd bim, ſaying, 
Lord, bel me, "Tis as if the ſhould 
ſay, 1 know not who thy Commiſſion 
extends to, in Sac; but I ama 
Creature in Miſery, and T know thou 
art able to ſave and deliver me, as thou 
haſt done others, and therefore, Lord, 
help me. And , a Soul under the 


firſt | Wark of the Spirit, - when it hears 


that Chriſt was ſent to ſave God's 72 
ritual Ifrael, or that Renmant whic he 
choſe out of all Nations, to be his pe 

culiar People, of which Literal a 
was a Type; may have ſueh Su iggeſtions 
in its Mind, as if Chriſt did not come 
to ſave bim. But as Chriſt ſtrengthned 
this Woman's Faith by a ſecret Power, 
to cleave unto him, even when by his 
open Carriage, he laid Diſcouragements 
in her Way ; ſo does he deal wir a 
New- Soul; he ſecretly ſtren gthens 
it to follow hard after him, be 
anfavers it not a Word, ſeems to take no 
Notice of its Prayers, and nothing bu 

Diſcourigements'appear before it“ Ne 
when- n anfwer'd tä the Woman's 
CRY 5 Prayer, 
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| Pager, Zr, 2 2 me, Wer zit 
e he, ver. 26. It 74 LAs: not meet 
to rake the Children's Bread, and to caſt 


it to the Dogs. Tis as if he ſhould ſay, 

Woman, thou art of the Gentile 1 
which the Jeus eſteem no better than 
Dogs, and unmeet to ſhare in the Pri. 
vileges of God's. Children. And now, 
one would think, the Woman had 
enough to daſh all her Faith and Prayer, 
and ſtir up her Reſentment, when Chriſt 
put her in Mind of this odious Name, pe⸗ 
Dag; Which, tho he did not apply to NM 
her, yet he lays it before her, to put C 
her in Mind of her baſe Original, as a ſth 
_ Gentile-Sinner, and to try how ſhe could NM 
bear this Reproachful Term. And in» me 
deed, if almighty: Power, had not givea Idi 
her mighty Faicb, deep Humility, and 0 
great Meekneſs, che had never pai un, 
het Mouth more. - BatA4o/! ſhe re- Vir 
plies, ver. 27. 7 ruth, Lord, get the ¶ be 
Dogs. eat the Crumbs, which "Al I from 
their. 1 81 Table. As if ſhe tbould 
ſay, Lord, I acknowledgs Iam Vile; IF. 
that I deſerve no better Name than that N ou 
of a Dag, that I am unworthy of (bil. I bu 
Arens Rroad, or to he dealt with as thay 
W _ s. 
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Crumbs. of Mercy, the Off- fallings of | 
that rich, and plenteous Board thaw 
ſpreadeſt for thy Children, Oh the a- 
mazing Meekneſs of this Woman's Spi- 
tit! Here are no tumultuous Paſſions ari- 
fing in her Soul, no angry Reſentment 
chafing her Mind, when every Thing 
em -d thus to make againſt her; but 
all in a ſweet Calm, ſhe © till preſſes her 
Suit, and even makes that a Ground 
of her further Plea, which in all Ap- 
pearance, Was: enough to have ſtopt her 
Mouth for ever; tbe, Dogs eat the 
Crumbs, &c. And when the Lord had 
thus fully try'd her, then his Grace and 
Mercy breaks out, in an open Com- 
mendation of her Faith, and imme 
diate, Grant of her Requeſt, wer. 28. 
O Woman, great is thy. Faith, Be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt. And, di- 
vine Power going forth with his Word, 
ber Daughter was made whole from the 
ame Hour. . Now the. Woman had 
Mercy enough. She fell down at bis 
Feet, apply d to her {elf the 1 
ous Name, Dog, and ask d for Crumbs ; 
but the Prince ve Grace acts like bim- - 
elf, takes her up in his Arms, deals 
with her as a Child, ſets her at his 
5 Mercy 
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| Sr and bids her rate her 
N 

And here, the Wilder, Wr Merg, 
| ad Power of Chriſt, ſhone forth, in 
his Carriage towards her, when ſhe 
ſought to him for Mercy, and when 
he granted her Requeſt. His V ſdon, 
in trying her Faith, Patience, Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs ; that ſo, in granting 
her Requeſt, he might do it in ſuch; 
Way, as to put a peculiar Honour upon 
her to all Generations. His Grace, in 
commending the Fruits of the Spirit in 
her Heart, which were his own Gift, 
and drawn forth into Exerciſe by his 
own Power: O Woman, great is thy 
Faith! And though her Faith 1s only 
mentiog'd, tet being the leading Grace, 
yet the 'other are imply'd, they bein 
all ' equally Exercis d. His Mercy, in 
granting the Requeſt of this miſerable 
Object. And his Power, in working 
Deliverance ' for her. And thus the 
Lord Jeſus, in (pos ite Wiſdom, ' doth 
ſometimes carry it Roughly to a New. 
Salvation. But yet, as he faves it by 


3 


his Power in the End, ſo mean 


| . he ſtrengthens it to the n 
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of every given Grace, and: particularly 
this of Meekneſs : So that it can 5 
Niet, and take all Well, when he ſeems 
to deny its Requeſt, yea, when it beers 
the Reproach of its Youth, and j ry — 

mind of 5 Name, Dag; and fil ag 
on, Jacob like, to Wreſtle with 

the Bleſſing, pry La with him i. 
its Requeſt, and it comes off a prevail. 
ing Iſrael ; under the Honour, Free- 
grace put upon it, of being @ Prince 
with} God. As, Gen. xxxii. 26, Ge. 
Thus the Grace of Meekneſs, in a Neu- 
Born Soul, acts towards Chrift its Ok. 


je, and takes all Well, when he car- 


ries it Roughly, and ſeems to take no 
Notice of it, yea, to load it with Re- 
proach. Which no unregenerate Man 
in the World can do. 

Again, This Grace of Meetneſs, bath 
God in Chrift for its Object. And the 
Language of it, is, Though he flay me, 
yet will I truſt in him, IS xiii. 1 5. As, 
to truſt in God, is peculiarly an AQ of 
Faith; ſo to truſt auen he ays, or un- 
der laying Diſpenſations, includes in it 
the Act of Meekneſs. And when the 
Soul firſt begins to believe in God, and 
to * for his Salvation, it not only 

waits 


Ms So Diſeaſe 
waits for Og in the Exerciſe of Pati? ence 
| e ty, in the Exerciſe of 

d it's good for a Man f 

to do, Lam. ii. 26. For be will beau. 
235 the Meek with Salvation, Pal. 

4. This Grace of Meetneſ, giv. 
> be Ger to bim that ſmiteth ;. and 
the Soul in the Exerciſe hereof, can be 
fill, when God Lr out bg ts Prayer, 
and appears a it as an Enemy : It 
| bn is fell ; knowing 
that be is God, al. Xvi. 10. As David, 
when fleeing from rebellious Abſalom, 
the Tabernacle and Ark of God, ſaw his 
Hand againft him in all this, ad fays, 
FI alt 1 Favour i in the Eyes of the 
Lox, he will bring me again, and 
ſhew me both it, (i. e. the Ark) and his 
"Habitation, But if be thus ſay, Thave 
no Delight in thee : Behold, here am I 
let him do to me as ſeemeth good unto 
him, 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. And thus 
Aaron beld his Peace, when there came 

Fire out from before the LoRD, and 

devour'd his two Sons, Lev. x. 2, f. 

His calm Soul made no Reply, but in 

the Exerciſe of this Grace of Meekneſs, 
kept a profound Silence. And as thi 

Grace, doth firſt, and Jr TONE att 
| towards 
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Graces, fitted for, and acting towards 
their proper Objects. And ſo the New- 
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e ff s Chriſt,-and God in Bim 

Aae 0 Neu- Birch, and 
chroughout its New-Life ; ſo for” bis 
Sake, it is extended unto the Saints. E 
Mecknefs" the Neue. Burn, forbear one 
ant ber, ”, Jp I one” another, "ant re- 
. ee, when Fallen, Col. fit. 
12, 13. Gal. vi. 1. Vea, "this Grace of 
Meetneſs, extends i in its Exerciſe to all 
Men, to which the Mu- Born are ex- 
korted, Tit, wi I. 2. To feat Evil of no 
Man, to 'Be 10 Brawlers, but Gentle, 
all r all Men. Bein 

Revi ld, (ſays the Apoſtle) we Bl: 2 
Being Perſccuted, we ſuffer it: Bring 
Defamed, ave intreat, 1 Cor. iv. 12, 
Thus, that Principle « of ſpiritual i A 
produced. by the Spirit of God in the 
Souls of his People, at the Time of Re- 
generation, contains in it all Kinds of 


Born, are inwardly adorned with the 
Grace of Faith, Love, Hope, Patience: 
Humility, and with the Ornament of 4 
meek and quiet Spirit, which, in the 
Sigbt of God ts We. great Price, 1 Pet. 

ut. 4. 
1 might likewiſe have Rr the 
Grape 
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Grace. of godly . Zeal, or true -Golpel 
bande of Spirit, as alſo, the Grace of 


which are. Concomitant 

with the reſl: For, Chriſt gave himſelf 

for us, . that be might Pri 70 Ma 
e P cople,, zealous.of 
Thi hg A e , 
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and: prov'd t Definition, given of. the 


New Birth, 1 
The Third, Thing propos'd : Which 
was, to what we may learn by 
chis Phraſe of being Born again. In 
Wen I ſhall be very Brief. And 
FHirſt, We may Tarn hence, That 
as no Man can give himſelf an Exiſtence 


in Nature, or the Firft-Birth , ſo nei- 


ther can any Man give himſelf a Being 
in Grace, or the New-Birth.: As God, 


"oo the God of Nature, is the ſole Au- 


thor of the one; ſo God, as the God of 
Grace, is the ſole * of the other. 


7 This appears, from Fohn i. 13. Where, 
et of the Regenerate, who had 


3 — 


ſpecial 
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ſpecial Faith wrought in their Hearts, to 
receive the Lord Jeſus, he fays, which” 2 


were Born, not of Blood, nor of the i 
of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but 
of God. Here's a Denial of all Creature | 
Power, or Efficacy in the New-Birth, 
and an Aſſertion of God's being the only 
Author hereof. The Heaven-Born Soul, 
an Heir of Glory, is not Born of (Blood) 
of high, - and noble Parentage ; from 
whence proud Nature, may think itſelf, 
either more worthy, or capable of the 
New-Birth, than thoſe of the meaneſt 


Fleſh, God has choſen the baſe Things of 
this N. orld, and Things which are not, to 
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his uſual Method, to work upon the Baſe, 
that are not, in Men's Eſteem, when 
he paſſeth by the Noble, thoſe Thin gs 
which are, in their own Account z to 
make it appear, that all the great and 
honourable of the Earth, are nothing, 
and can do nothing towards making t em- 
ſelves Neu- Creatures, any more than 
the moſt deſpicable Man, upon the Face 
of the Earth, 1 Cor. i. 28. Thus it's not 
of Blood. Nor of the Will of the (Fleſh, * 
or, of corrupt Nature, in its vain Reſo- 
„ lutions 


n 
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Rank. No; to ſtain the Pride of all 


bring to nought Things which are. Or, tis 
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lutions to make itſelf 4 New-Creature ; 
for nat of him that Willeth, &c. Rom. ix. 
16. Nor of the Will of (Man), of the 
bright Nationaliſt, the Man of Intelle#, 
that acts moſt agrecably to the Name, 

and Nature of a Man; and thinks there. 
by to exalt himſelf into the high Digni- 
ty of a New-Creature. For G od has 
made Fooliſt the Wiſdom of this World, 

and confounded the Things which are 
_ Mighty in their own Efteem, 1 Cor. i. 27. 
But (of God.) Of his omnipotent Power, 
and of him as a Scvereign, working upon 
_ baſe, finful, fooliſh, weak Men ; that 
Hhümſelf might have all the Glory, in the 
New-Creation, which was his due in 
the Old, 1 Cor. i. 29, 30, 31. 
Secondly, From this Phraſe, of being 
Born again, we may learn, That it is 
as abſolutely neceſſary for a Man to be 
Born into the World of Grace, in order 
to enjoy thzs, as it is that a Man ſhould 
l be Born into "the World of Nature,- be- 

fore he can enjoy. that. And therefore, 

none need . what our Feng: ſad, 
T muſt be Born again: And, except 4 
\ © Man be Born again, he cannot ſee tht 
Kin gdom of God, John iii. 3, 7. For, a5 
it is in the Works of Nature, nl 
Works of Grace. 
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In the Works of Nature, the All-wiſe 
Creator, firſt made the World, with a 
Variety of Creatures and Things in it, for 
the Service and Delight of Man; and 
then made Man, every way Fitted for 
the Enjoyment- thereof, In his Mind, 
he was every way Fitted to contemplate 
the wonderful Goodneſs of his Maker, 
„in the large Proviſton he had made for 
him; and to give him the Glory due unto 
7. his Name, And his Body, in the ſeve- 
r, ral Senſes thereof, was Fitted for Converſe 
with their proper Object. As, his Sight, 
at W to behold viſible Objects, the Glory of 
be Light, the Variety, and Beauty of Colours; 
nll his Hearing, to take in Sounds; his T: afte, 
to rehſh Meats ; his Smell, to receive 
0s = Scents ; and his Feeling, to judge of ſolid 
Bodies. Thus Man was Fitted for the 
Enjoyment: of this World. And as it was 
with him in his firſt Creation, ſo, in ſome 
Meaſure, it is in his Generation. X 
Child muſt be firſt Born into the World,, 
and in theſe reſpects Fitted to the various 
Objects thereof, before it can Enjoy them. 
And thus it is in the Works of Grace. 
God, as the God of all Grace, has made 
vaſt Preparations for his People; even ſo 
Tron that Eye bath not E nor Ear 
| E 2 Heard, 
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heard, nor have they entered into the Heart 
. of Man to conceive of them, 1 Cor. ii. q. 
He prepared for them a Kingdom, even 
from the Foundation of the World, Matt, 
XXv..34. And it is bis good Pleaſure to 
give them the Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. 
And this Kingdom conſiſts of two 
Branches, viz. The Grace-part, and 
the Glory-part of it. And both theſe 
Branches, Comprebenſively taken, make 


up but one Kingdom, or that Kingdom, 


which it is the Father's good Pleaſure to 
give unto his little Flock. And yet each 
of theſe: Branches, Diſtributively, bear 
the Name of the Kingdom. The Grace. 
part of this Kingdom, contains in it, all 
thoſe gracious Privileges which God has 
prepar'd for his People, in his Church 
Militant, under the Government of Chriſt, 
as King of Sion. And the Glory-part of 
it, contains, all thoſe inconceivable Glo- 
ries which he bath prepar'd for the 
Church Triumphant, under the open, 

glorious Reign of Chrift the Lamb, at his 
”, © next appearing; and of God the Father, 
when the Son ſhall deliver up the King- 
dom to him, that God may be all in all, 
in all the ſaved ones, to the endleſs Ages 

of Eternity. And except a Man be Born 


again, 
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again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God, in either of theſe its Branches. _ 

For, even in the firſt Branch hereof, 
or the Grace-part of it, it is a diſtinct 
Kingdom from the World, tho it is in the 
World, yet not of the World, John xviii. 

36. As for the World, it is ſaid to iin 
Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. And, that 
Satan, the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, is the God, or Governor it; who, 
as ſuch, Werketh in the Children of Di fe 
obedience, the Subjects of his Kingdom. 
Among whom,” (ys the Apoſtle) We all 


had our Converſation in Times paſt, &c. — 


2 Cor. iv. 4. Eph. ii. 2, 3. That is, 
whilſt we were in an unregenerate State. 
And as to Chriſt's Kingdom in the World, 
it is ſaid to conſiſt, of Righteouſneſs, 85 
Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt; Rom. 
xiv. 17. Here Grace Reigns thro'. Righ- 7 
teouſneſs unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt 

our Lord, Rom. v. 21. Grace Reign 
thro' Ri gbreonſueſs, by Feſus Chriſt, to the F- 
eternal Life of all thoſe happy Subjects, 
who have him for their Lord. T hus 
theſe Kingdoms are Diſtin®. And as no 
Subject of another Kingdom, can ſhare 
the Privileges of this, unleſs he be firſt 
Nataroliz 43 fo neither can any Subject 
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of Satan's Kingdom, (and by Nature, we 
are all ſuch) partake of the Privileges of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, before he be Tran/lat. 
ed, or carried over, into it. And as the 
Privileges of Chriſts Kingdom, are Hea- 
venly, and Supernatural ; ſo no Man 
can enjoy them, before he is Born from 
above, or has a I Life wrought 
in his Soul ; no more than a Child in 
Nature, can enjoy the natural Privileges 
of this World, before it is Born into it, 
or Fitted for it. And the Reaſon. on both 
| Sides, is the ſame ; becauſe there muſt 
bde an Agrecableneſs between the Subyef 
. and the Obe, or between the Perſons 
and Things Enjoying, and the Perſons 
and Things to be Enjoy d, or there can 
be no Communion between them, Chriſt's 
Kingdom is Light, and an wnregenerate 
Man is Darkneſs : And what Fellowſhi 
hath Light with Darkneſs ? or Cbri 
with Bala ?. 2 Cor. vi. 46, 15. 'T 
Things of Chriſt's Kingdom are /þiri- 
tua; and therefore the natural Man, 
With all his higheſt Attainments, cannot 
know them, 1 Cor. ii. 14. As for the 
Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom, that is, 
the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, imputed 
* God. the Father, to every Suhject 


thereof, 
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thereof, as the Matter of his Righteouſ- 
neſs before him, unto his compleat Juſ- 
tification in his Sight ; this every natural 
Man is ignorant of, and ſtumbles at, 
Rom. ix. 32. and x. 3. As for the Peace 
of this Kingdom, that is, Peace with 
God thro our Lord Yefus Chriſt ; as it is 
alone by the Obedience e of 
Chriſt, without regard to the Chetan F- 
Doings, or Sufferings, as the procuring: 

. Cauſe thereof, this a natural Man ander- 
fands not. The away of Peace, they have 
not known, Rom. tit. 17. And as for the 
Toy of this Kingdom, that is, 7% in tbe 
Hoh Ghoſt ; which flows from God's 
Love being ſhed abroad in the Heart, 
Chriſt's Blood being ſprinkled on the Con 
ſcience, and an appropriating View of fu- 
tare Glory, this no natural Man is capa-' 
ble of. Becauſe he hath not the Holy 
Spirit of God dwelling in him, nor yet, 

a ſpiritual Appetite, ſuited to the Piri. - 
tual 9 joyced in. Senſual Men, 
Spi 25 Jude 19. And they 

t that are phras the Fleſh, % mind the 

e Things of the Neſb, and thoſe only, Rom. 

„ viii. 5. Tis the New-Born, and only 

they, who have ſþiritual Senfes, fitted 

* 1 en with the ſpiritual Things of 

= | E 4. g Chriſt f 
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| : 5 Sees, thus 'exercis'd about e 
have — deliver d from the Power of; 6 
e, the Dominion of Sin and Sa- 
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Chriſt's Kingdom, tis theſe only, that 
have an Eye to behold the Glory i God, 
as it ſhines in the Face of Feſus Chrift, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. and iv, 6, 'Tis theſe only, 


that have an Ear to bear Chriſt's Voice, 


John x. 27, 'Tis zheſe only, that ſmell 
Chriſt's Fragrancy, the Savour of bis good 
Ointments ; his Name being to them, as 
Ointment poured forth; in which they 
delight exceedingly, Song i. 3. Tis the 
New-Born only, that have Taſted that 
the Lan is Gracious, 1 Pet. ii. 3, And 
'tis theſe only, that have Handled of the 


Word of Li fe, 1 John i. 1. And have 


Felt the ſweet Impreſſions of omnipo- 


tent Power, touching their Hearts 3 
” while the Goſpel came unto them, not in 
Mud only, but in Power, in the Holy 
= Ghoſt, and in much Aſſurance, 1 Theſ. 


i. 5. And. thoſe who have - ſpiritual 


are ſuch, that in order hereto, 


n, and Tranſlated into the Kingdom of 


E- Gods dear Son; brought out of Nature's 


Darkneſs, into G _ s marvellous Light, 
ot, into the World of Grace, Col, i. 1 3. 


Fe, ü. 9. In which, all Things, in 
3 4 +; 1840) * : Grace, 
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* 


j 


concerning the New-Birth. 105 


Grace, appear New, to the Heaven-Born 
Soul, as all Things in Nature, to a New- 


1 Infant. Whatever Notions a Man' 


may have had of the Grace of God, or 


of the Things of the Kingdom of Grace, 


whilſt in an anregenerate State, when 
God comes to work a ſaving Change on 
his Soul, in the New-Bzrth, he pre- 


ſently finds, that he never /awo them be- 1 
fore; nor had any /þiritual Senſation of 


thoſe excellent Ozyjedts, which now a 

r Marvellous, in their Reality a and 
Glory, to all his ſpiritual Senſes, For if 
any Man be in Chrift, he is a New-Crea- ' 
ture: Old Things are paſt away, behold, 
all Things are become New, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Thus it appears, that except a Man be 
Born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God, in the firſt Branch thereof, or the 
Grace- part of it, And therefore, 

Secondly, An unregenerate Man; can- 


not ſee the Kingdom of God, in the ſe- 


cond Branch thereof, or the Ghbry- part 
of it. For, as the Work of Divine 
Grace on the So: al, in the New-Birth, 
is a Preparation for Glory ; ſo, without 
this, there can be no Enjoyment. of Glo- 

And therefore the Apoſtle, when 


he vewn of the glorious State of the 
: E 5 Saints, 
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Saints, in their heavenly Houſe, or 
Kingdom of Glory, when Mortality ſhall 
be fwallowed up of Life, ſays, now be 
that hath wrought us for the ſelf fame 
Thing, is God : "a hath alſo given unto 
us the earneſt of the Spirit, 2 Cor. v. 5. 
TLis as if he ſhould fay, that Kingdom 

of Glory, which we ſhall ere- long in- 
herit, is manifeſtly ſure unto us, in that 


z we have the Earneſt of it now ; Gods 


Earneſt, whoſe Giiſts are without Repent- 
ance: He hath given us his Spurit, as 
the Hrſt-fruits of that full Harveſt of 
Glory, he'll beſtow upon us at Chriſt's 
appearing. And he hath likewiſe wrought 


nu, prepar'd us for Glory, in giving us a 


Principle of Grace, in the New-Bzrth, 
and the Increaſe of Grace, by all the 
various Exerciſes thereof, throughout our 
New-Life, and therefore this Work of 
Grace in Us, muſt needs I ſue in Glory ; 
in as much as it is a Preparation for it; 
or God's preparing of us, for that Glory, 
which he hath prepar'd for us. And the 
8 God doth nothing in vain; nor 
n be. fruſtrated in his End defign'd : 

But when the prepared Subjects of Glory, 
ſhall have the Glory prepar'd, put upon 
_ them, the whole will appear to have 4 

| Deſign 
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pure in Heart, and their 
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Deſign hs of a GOD! And thus 
the Apoſtle gives Thanks unto God the 
Father, who, ſays he, hath made us meet 
to be Partaters of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, Col. i. 12. Tis the 
New-Born, and only they, who have a 


New-Nature, or the Light of Grace 


given them, that are prepar d for the 
Light of Glory. Tis theſe only that ate 
reed Blefſed- 
neſs is to ſee God ; or to have the tranſ- 
forming Diſplays of his Glory in the 
Church below, and the Beatifick Viſion of 


his Face in the Church above, Mat. v. 8. 
Grace and Glory, differ not ' ſpecifically, | 


but gradually ; Grace is Glory begun, 
and Glory is Grace made perfect. And 
we may conſider this, both ae, I 
and 1 
1. Obje#ively. Objective Grace begun, 
or the preſent Diſplays of the Grace of 
God thro' Chriſt, in the Church below, 
are of the ſame Kind, with the p oe 
Diſplays thereof in the Church above * 
tho it's vaſtly different in Degree: The 
one, being but as the Brightneſs of the 
Momibg-Star; and the other, like the 
Noon-tide Glory of the Sun. 


2. Sachen. Subjecti ve Grace 1 1 
BP I 


» 
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= Game: for Kind, that dwells in the 
perfect Saints in Heaven; but it differs 


as much in Degree, as the State of In- 


fancy, or Childhood, from the Perfec- 


tion of Manhood. And as Subjectiue 
Grace Inchoate, or begun in the New- 


Born, fits that Soul for the preſent En- 


| Jjoyment of objective Grace, diſplay'd in 

the Church below; ſo, ſubjetive Grace 
conſummate in the Soul, at the Time of 
Death, fits that Soul-for the full Enjoy- 


ment of Objective Grace, in its perfect 


Diſplays in the Church above, in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God the Fa- 
ther. Whence it's evident, that unleſs 


a Man be Born again, he cannot ſee the 
| Kingdom of God, either in Grace, or in 
Glory : And that it is as abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, that a Man be Born into the 
World of Grace, in order to enjoy thrs, 


l 


gun, in che Souls of the New- Born, is 


as it is, that a Man be Born into the 


World of Nature, before he can enjoy 


that. But thus much may ſuffice for 


the third Thing propos d: which was 
to ſhew, what we may learn from this 
Phraſe of heing⸗ Born again, I thall | 


now, | 
F ourthly, With. 4 Uſe or two, con- 


. elude the whole. And, iſt, 
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7 1ſt, Unto the Ne- Born. Oh hap- 
| py Souls! From this Doctrine of the 

Neu-Birtb, learn you theſe n i; 
eſpecially. As, 

1. To give all the Gloryof e 4 
Birth, unto God, your Heavenly Fa- 
ther, who was the ſole Author of it. 
EY You are his Workmanſhip, created in 
Cbriſt Feſus unto good Works, Eph. ii. 
10. Your New-Life, was a Work of 
Almightineſs. None of all the Creatures, 
either in Heaven or Earth, could form 
Chriſt's Image in your Souls, or work a 
Principle of Grace, and ſpiritual Life in 
your Hearts. No; twas nothing leſs 
than the omnipotent Arm of FEHOY AH, 
that made you New Creatures in Chriſt - 
Tejus, None Eye did, or could pity u, 
to do this, ſo great, ſo neceſſary a Work 
for you; until be paſsd by you when 
dead in. Sin, and in boundleſs Mercy; 
by an All-creating Voice, ſaid unto you; 


Live. Therefore, give all the Glory of 


your New-Life, unto Gop the e. 4 


Author of this wonderful Work. And 
fay continually with the Apoſtle, Bleſſed 4 
be the God, and Father of our Lord: Feſus 
Chriſt, which accordin g to his abundant 

Ag, * begotten us again unto 4 
l buy 
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ge by the Refurredtion of Jeſu 
| Grip fo the Dead. 1 Pet. i. Im 
hence, n Neu- Born Souls, 
the Neceſſity of your Grawth. V ou are 
born gain . and that is your 
great „ your ' peculiar Happineſs, 
and unſpeakable Privilege. But con- 
fider, you are yet but New-Born Babes, 
or if in ſome Meaſure n up in 
Chriſt, you are ſtill very far from that 
fall * that Perfection of Grace 
and Holineſs which is deſign'd for you ; 
for which your New Life was firſt given, 
and is ſtill maintain'd, and to which it 
daily tends: And therefore be diligent 
in the Uſe of all the Means of divine Ap- 
pointment, that ſo you may continually 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge: of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Do not think i enough 


k that you are New-Born, that you have 


a Principle of Grace implanted in your 


Hearts, and have once believ'd in Jeſus ; 


and fo fit down in carnal Security: But 
be as much concern'd about your daily 


Growth in Grace, as you were at firſt 
about the Being of it in your Souls, We 


| can't expect to a thriving Souls, that 


we ſhould grow in Grace, without a dili- 
* an thoſe Means af it, E 
8 
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the God of Grace has appointed; no more 
than we can expect to have healthful - 
Bodies, without the Uſe of thoſe Means, 
which the God of Nature hath appoin- 
ted for that End, Ihe Meant and the 
fore we are exhorted, to grow #n Grace, 
2 Pet. ni. 18. To grow in Grace, is a 
ſpecial Blzſing from God; and we could 
in no wiſe be — thereto, were it 
not that this Blefimg was to beconvey'd” 
to us, thro! the Means which he hath 
appointed. And ſo it is an Exhortation 
to the Uſe of Means ; in as much as our 
increaſing with all the Increaſe of God, 
will be proportionable to our diligent 
Uſe of thoſe Means of Grace which he 
hath appomted, ſuch as Prayer, hear- 
mg, and reading God's Word, Meditas 
tion, Sc. Therefore, as Neu- Born A 
Babes, defire the fincere Milk of the Word; | 
that ye may grow thereby : If fo be ye | 
bave taſted — the Lord is gracious, 
1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. And whatever your pre- 
ſent Attainments are, think not your 
ſelves to have apprehended, or that you 
are already per fit; but let this be the one 
Thing you do, forgetting' the Things 
which are behind, and reaching forth un- 
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to thoſe before, preſs towards the Mark, 
— Prize of 2 high Calling of God 
in , Chrif Fee, Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. 
Which is no leſs than an abſolute Per- 
ſection in Holineſs, and Happineſs ; or 
a full Conformity to Chriſt, both: in 
n and Glory. 

3. From this Doctrine of che News 
B irth, you vrho are Neu- Born, may learn, 
the Security of your State, for endleſs Life 

and Glory. Twas an abiding Principle 
| of ſpiritual Life, which the Holy Ghoſt 

produc'd in your Souls at the Time of 
Regeneration, And he which began the 
gans Work in you, will per form it until 
the Day of Feſus Chrift : He'll maintain, 
and zncreaſe the Life of Grace in your 
Souls, until it's perfected in the Life of 
Glory, Fear not then, you trembling 
Hearts, who once have had a bleſſed Ex- 
perience of the begun Lie of Grace in 
you, fear not ſoſing this your ſpiritual Life; 
for it is 2 Life that ſhall conquer and our- 
kveall thoſe Deaths, and Contra rieties with 
which it is ſurrounded ; until it triumph 
F overall, until Mortality is fwallow'd up of 
. until all Sin, Sorrow and Death, are 
ſwallow'd up of perfect Holineſs, Joy 

and Life for evermore! what tho the 


Life 
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Life of Grace in you, be but as a Spark 
in the Midſt of the Ocean; yet it ſhall 
not be extingui/h'd by that Ocean of Sin 
that dwells in your corrupt Nature, but 
ſhall /zve, and triumph over all Oppoſi- 
tion. And this becauſe it is in Unzon to 
the Life of Feſus, to that boundleſs, 

_ endleſs Fulneſs of Liſe in him; and alſo 
becauſe, the Sprrit of Grace, from Chriſt; 
who was the immediate Author of this 
Life in your Souls, doth, and ſhall 
abide in you, as a never-failing Spring 
of every Grace, to maintain, and. raiſe 

the Life thereof, into the Life of Glory. 

 - Here then, you New-Born Souls, ſee. 
your Security: The Life of Grace in 
you, is more properly Chr:/?'s Life, than 
yours | I am crucify'd with Chriſt, ſays 
the Apoſtle, nevertheleſs I live; yet not 
I, but Chriſt lives in me, Gal. ii. 20. 
I am crucify'd with Chriſt, here's his 
being dead with him; nevertheleſs, T _ 
live, here's his New-Life from him; 
yet nt I, but Chriſt lives in me, here's 

Obriſt the Life of his Life, or his Liſe, 
Chriſt's living in him. And thus Chriſt 

is ſtiled, our Life, Col. iii. 3. And be- 

cauſe he lives, we ſhall live alſo, John 

xiv, 19. The Power of an endleſs Life. 
EY: | . SE: 
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in him, will maintain the Lie of 
Grace in us, and 1 it into the end- 
leſs Life of Glory / 
And as Chriſt is our Life, as the 
Ocean-fulneſs of it dwells in him, fo it 
1s and ſhall be communicated from him, 
by his holy Spirit; who, having taken 
Poſſeſſion of our Souls, abides there, as 
the Spring of our Life, or as a Well of 
living Water, ſpringing up unto ever- 
ſting Life, as faith our Lord, Jobn iv. 
I4. Whoſorver drinketh of the Water 
that I ſhall give bim, ſhall never thirſt ; 
but the Water that ] ſhall give bim, ſhall 
be in bim a Well of Water ſpringing 
wp into everlaſting Life.” And it is the 
Sperit of — as the Liſe thereof, 
that our Lord intends by this Water, as 
Chap. vii. 38, 39. He that beheveth on 
me; as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his 
Belly fhall flow Rivers o hving Water. 
_ This. ſhake be of the Spirit, which they: 
that believe on him ſhould receive. Be 
joyful, and thankful then, you New- 
born Souls, and walk as the Heirs. of 
Glory; for you are begotten again, to 
a4 Inberitance incorruptible, undefiled,. 
and that fadeth not away; which is re- 
N In. Heaven for you e And as the 


Dnbert- 
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Inheritance is reſerved for you, ſo 50 
alſo are, and ſhall be kept by the Power 
of God thro Faith, unto that Salvation, 
which is ready to ze revealed in the 2 
Time, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4, 5. Bat, 
2dly, A Work os Ow of uſe to fuch 
who are yet unregenerate. And what 
ſhall e Oh poor Souls! be 
convinc' d, that unleſs a ſpecial, gracious, 
univerſal Gange paſs upon vou, you 
muſt periſh for ever. If you go out f 
this World, as unholy, as deſtitute of a 
Principle of ſaving Grace, as you came 
into it, your Lyfe, your Soul, will for 
ever remain among the unclean; and you 
muſt be ions with Devils in ever- 
laſting Torment, and have your Portion 
in the Lake that burneth with-Fire-and 
one, Oh miſerable Souls! you 
are in Sin, and daad in Law, you | 
are under the Dominion of Sin, and the 
Condemnation of the La; and ſuch is 
the ſtrict Juſtice, and flaming . Holineſs 
of Jehovah, that he will not, cannot 
- ſuffer an wrrighteous, an unholy Perſon 


to inherit his Kingdom, to enter into the 


New Feruſalem. Marvel not therefore, 
that our Lord has ſaid, ye muſt be born 
ch But be convinc d of the abſolute 
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Neceſſity la And as the Spirit of 
God is the Author of the New-Brrth ; 
ſo be convinc'd likewiſe, that this ſo 
great, ſo neceſſary a Work is altogether 
out of the Reach of your own Power; 
that you have deſtroy' d your ſelves, and 
that all your Help is only in the Lord; 
and ſeeł to him for it accordingly. For 
Prayer is a Part of natural Worſhip, 
which i is every Man's Duty to perform. 
And even*a Simon Magus, who was in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of 
uity, was exhorted to it, AFs viii. 


A 22; 23. And tho' an unregenerate Man 


can't pray with the Spirit; yet he ought 
to pray for the Spirit, to renew his Na- 
ture, and ſanctiſy him throughout. And 
Ence it is the Pleaſure of God; to quick- 
en dead Sinners by his Word, to beget 
them to a New Life, with the Mord of 
Tyutb, the Goſpel of bis Son; it is the 
Duty of every unregenerate Soul, to at- 
tend upon the Miniſtry thereof. And 
this eſpecially, he ought to do, in rela- 
tion to the Neu- Birtb; becauſe it is 
God's uſual Method to make uſe of the 
preaching of his Word, in this great 
Work. Faith comes by hearing, ſaith the 
. Rom. x. 17. And if it is the 

| Duty 
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Duty of Chriſt's Miniſters, to preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature, as by his 
Commiſſion they are authoriz'd to do; 

then it is every Creature's Duty to lend 


an Ear to the Sound thereof. And 


great is their Encouragement ſo to do; 

in that the Miniſtration of the Goſpel, 
is the Miniſtration of Life, That which 
is ſo indeed, the pure Goſpel, preach'd 
by Chriſt's ſent Servants; and not that 
which is ſo only in Name, a mixed Goſ- 


pel, or rather the Law, inſtead of the I 


Goſpel, advanc'd by thoſe, that are ſent 
only by Men ; who have never had the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhine into their 

own Souls, and ſo can't preach it to o- 
bers. 'Tis a Goſpel Miniſtry, and not a 


legal one, that the Spirit of God works | 


by, to the Salvation of Sinners. As, 


Gal. ui. 2. Received ye the Spirit by the 
Works of the, Law, or by 4A bearing of 


Faith ? 'Tis under the Maniſtry of the 
Goſpel, that dead Sinners, — Chriſt's 
Voice, and live, Jobn v. 25. Verily, 
verily Jay unto you, the Hour is com- 
ing, and nom is, when the Dead ſhall 
bear the Voice of the Son of God, and 


they that hear ſhall live. Tis the Hour - 


i! the Goſpel, that our Lord here ſpeaks 
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of, and of his Almighty Voice, which 
goes forth therein, to the Quickening of 
Souls dead in Sin. Here therefore, dead 
Sinners ſhould wait; tho? they have no 
Power to quicken their own Souls, to 
renew their own Nature, or to give 
themſelves the New- Birth; ſince the 
creating Power of God, goes forth in 
the Goſpel, to the Saving of Multitudes. 
les therefore the Duty, and Privilege 
of every poor Sinner, where the Goſpel 
comes, to lie under the Sound of it; 
and there to wait for the ſaving Opera- 
tions of the Spirit upon his Soul, by 
thoſe living Waters, of free, Goſpel- 
Grace, which proceed from the Lamb's 
BZ Thronein his Church, as the poor impo- 
tent Folk, at the Pool of Betheſda, for 
F the moving of thoſe healing Waters, 
| ohn v. 2, Se. Now therefore, fays our 
bearten unto me, O ye Children ; 
for Bl: Gy 9 are they which keep my Ways. 
ructions, and be wiſe, and re- 
Aa it = Ble effed i is the. Man that hear- 
eth me, watching daily at my Gates, 
waiting at the Poſts of my Doors; for 
whoſo findeth me, findeth Life, and ſhall 
bbtain Favour of the Loxp. But be 


ron ' fnneth _— me, wrongeth his own 
3 Soul ; 


2, : — 
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concerning the Nœæu- Birth. 119 
Soul; all they that hate me, love Death, 
Prov. viii. 32, Sc. And as it is the 
Duty of an unregenerate Man, to hear 
the Word of God; ſo likewiſe to read 
it, and therein to wait for the divine 
Energy of the Spirit, to give the Word 
an Entrance into his Heart, and mako 
it effectual to the illuminating, and quick- 
ening of his dark, and dead Soul. Search 
the Scriptures, (Gith our Lord) for in 
them ye think ye have eternal Life, and 
they are they which teſtify 1 me, John 
v. 39. Thus it is the Duty of 2 
that is yet in an unregenerate State, to 
make ok of all the Means of Grace; 
which God affords him; and therein to 
wait for the Grace of the Means, as 
a Bleſſing from Heaven: And if he 
neglect the fame, twill be found to be 
a neglecting of this great Salvation; and 
his Condemnation, if he. periſh, wil 
be ſo much the greater. This 5s #he _ 
Condemnation that Light is come into tb 
World, and Men have loved Darkneſs ras. . 
ther than Light, becauſe their Deeds Wore 
Evil, John iii. 19. 

But let it be obſerv'd, that tho 1 5 
the declar'd Will of God, to ſave Sin- 
ners by the Goſpel of his Sop, .and _ 

t 
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6K 1 . 
* r 


o Di ſcourſe 
that it is the Duty of every one to attend 
the ſame, and to make uſe of all the 
Means of Grace; yet when a natural, 
an anregenerate Man, performs what, 
in theſe reſpects, is requir'd, and meets 
with Salvation therein, he is not fav'd 
for doing his Duty; as if that was ei- 
ther a meritorious, or a moving Cauſe of 
his Salvation. No; Works, of all Kinds 
are excluded in the Pdint of Salvation; 
whether ſuch as are merely legal, or ſuch 


that are materially Evangelical. For 


tho God requires Obedience under the 


N 2 Goſpel; yet he doth not require it for 
= this End, that a Sinner ſhould fave him- 


ſelf thereby, either in Whole, or in Part ; 

but that Salvation may be freely beſtow d, 
in that Way, in which his infinite Wiſ- 
dom has thought fit to give it ; which 
is agreeable both to the Sovereign Plea- 
ſure of God, and to the Nature of his 
rational Creature. And every Soul that 
is /av'd; is ſav dꝭof mere Grace, with- 
out the leaſt Regard to his own Works. 
And yet, as was ſaid, it is the Duty of 
every Creature to obey his Creator's Com- 
mand, and as Law-condemn'd, and 
Self-ruin'd, to wait upon the God of all 
Grace under the Goſpel. And pn 
| is 
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concerning the New-Birth. 121 
his Encouragement ſo to do, for no one 
knows, but he may be the Man that 
ſhall find Mercy; ſince God upon his 
Throne of Grace in the Goſpel, grants 
Pardon and Life, and that abundantly, 
to thouſands of poor Souls, dead in Law, 
and dead in Sin, to their preſent Life in 
Grace, and future Lyfe in Glory. That 
ſo his own Name may have the Honour 
of Salvation, from the Foundation.” to 
the Top-ſtone, among all the /aved ones. 
Who, when the Head-ſtone thereof is 
brought forth with Shoutings, in the 
higheſt Foy and Duty, as being rais'd 
to the higheſt Glory, will together Cry, 
GRACE, GRACE unts it, Tech, iv, 2. 
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Anuiſt by Free | Grace, for the 
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be DEDICATION. 4 


0 er Bol that Fes ts Ned! of Chriſt, 9 
And longs in him t haue Inte reſt, 1 
Ad cauſe jts fe is full of Fear, ai 
Tbe faltowing Lines preſented are; _ WW wy 
Bei — reg WS. F120 
Say d by Free Grace, thro' God's dear Son. 

The Author wiſhes t may be bleſt, _ 
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"%OME, trembling Soul, Oh ! come and ſee, 

| What Grace there is in Chriſt for Thee. : 
What doſt thou wax? ? there's All in Him, 
- Prepar'd to fill thee to the Brim. 

Art thou with th' Gut of Sin oppreſt? 
- Chriſt bore i its Weight, to give thee Reſt ; 
And calls, ev'n Thee, as if by Name, 

IO Look to Him, the Bleeding if 
And were thy Sins of Crimſon Dye, 5 
Chriſt s Bhod can clanſe thee perfectly: 

What's all thy mighty Guilt, before 
His Godlike Bhad / that paid thy Score ? 
He'll caft thy Sins in this vaſt Sea, 

-* Whoſe Depths Unfathomable be: 
Ad; as th' Hepes, Hoſt was Sony. 


1 bo E-M on Solvition in Chrif, 2 6. 12 3 


Doth Sin's Defilement thy Heart grieve? 
Chriſt's Bled alone can thee relieve. 


There's Virtue in it, Infinite ! cadet ahi 
To waſh thee clean, and make thee bright. 875 
Doth Sin in *ts Being, Sin in ts Power, 755 
— _— to. —.— ? PEE 
iſt's mighty Am will Sin fabdae, 
And flzy it in its Being too. „ 
Look then to Fe/as on the Tree, Fin; 
for Sinners, ſuch as Thee : Fg 

Oh ſee! Chriſt made an End of Sin, 
For every Soul that looks to Him. 4 
Caft then thy Burden on the Lord; 2 bs 
And hell juftain, as ſays his Wond. * 3 595, on 
That Soul ſhall never int, or die, £7 +8: 08 

k dork on CH the DIRT r er 4 

| thou want Str and Righteouſneſs * + - 7 

Doſt __ thy Nan af ey G e | 
Chriſt's S rent, his Grace, his Robe is full; 1 
To fill, to h the naked Soul. | wo 
And in a Word, there's All in Chr; 72 — a 
That thou canſt want to make thee bleſt; K 
To raiſe thee now; and ſet thee highßsw. 


In Glory, to Eternity. | —_— ?- 
What hinders then thy Joy in Him "i „ ee, 
Is it becauſe thou'ſt N 2 to bring? ry. - = 
Is it becauſe thou art ſo vil, i ing LE” 
Thou fear'ft thou ne're malt have a Smile a f 
Why, Chriſt needs none of all thy 1 2 * 
To join with his moſt precious Blood; © . . 
His full Salvation is fo great, e. 
That it is er Way compleat. þ eg Fas Frey 3 
And this he ly gives away. Fat, £347” - i 
To them that ha'n't a Mire to pag. 1 
And that Soul pleaſeth Jeſus well, * 0 Se? = 
That comes moſt Poop, for kim to fill * 559 8-3» 
The Rich are empty ſent from Him . AT 65 5M 
While th' pooreſt Souls are #77 to th Brim.” 55-4 79 
Cbriſt ſaves, with th greateſt of Deli ws £0 20 
The Soul that comes in ts wretched: Slit. 3 
True Faith, by which a Sinner ler, "JED" 5 2g 
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124 A Poꝝ M on Salvation in Chriſt, 


Its Nature ſweetly doth agree 

With God's Salvation, that is Free. 

Its empty Hand doth take up Chri/t, 

As th Father's G7, with which it's bleft ; 

And all that Life that's in him too, 

Which God doth of Free Grace beſtow. 

Says God, I will give all away; 

And thus my boundleſs Grace diſplay, 

In ſaving Sinners, thro my Son, 

That in themſelves are quite undone. 

— Faith, I like this well, O Lora, 
lad of this Soul. ſaving Word : 

12 thy Great Salvation, Free; 
— give The Glory, Lord, to Thee. 
Thus God, and th' Soul are well agreed, 
And meet in Chriſt, that once did bled. 
Sweetly each other they embrace, 
Diſplaying, and Receiving Grace. 

Well then, Dear Soul, what ſhall I ſay ? 
Would' thou be ſav'd in God's own Way ? 
And if Salvation was not Free, 

Doft think, it ne're would be for Thee ? 

And yet afraid that thou ſhalt die, 

When th' Well of Life is brought ſo nigh! 
Oh! Ope thy Mouth, and take thy Fill ; ; 
Since tis for Whoſoever will. 

And wouldſt thou honour Jeſus's Blood / 
Then do not ſtay for any Good, 


In thine own Heart, before thou come; 


Left thou ſhould'ſt put it in Chriſt's Noam. 
But come to Chriſt, 2 as thou art; 
With all thy Griefs, with all thy Smart, 
With all thy Vileneſs, how e're great ; 
And caſt thy ſelf down at his Feet; 
And ſay, with the poor leprous Man, 

if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. 

I come, Lord Feſus, in my Need, 

To Thee, who did for Sinners bleed. 

I come to % Fountain, abe for Sin; 

Oh waſh my filthy Soul therein! 

J come to Thee for Righteouſneſs, 
And for Supply of every Grace: 


. 
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55 Free Grace, for the Chief of Sinners. 12 5 
Lord, I am Empty, thou art Full, 


And with a Word canſt ſave my Soul. - 
Thou know'ſt I fain on Thee would 7%; 
Let thy Salvation make me bleft. 
Let me not periſh from thy Sight, 
Since thou in Grace doſt much Delight : f 
Oh! let thy Mercy bid me Live; 4 
That I to thes may Ghry give. 
Thus crowd thro* thy Unworthineſs, 
To try the Riches of his Grace ; 
And Chrift will ſay, what ere's thy Guilt, 
Soul, be it to thee as thou will. 
Thou'fl overcome me «with Faith's Eye ; 
1 can't thy great Requeſt deny. 
My /ef, and all that is in Me, 
In boundleſs Love, I give to Thee. 
Fear not, I'll keep thee from all Harms, 
Enclos'd in Everlaſting Arms. 
I Joy to ſave thee, Oh my Bride 
This was the End for which 1 dy'd. 
It glads my Heart to ſee thy Face, 
Thou welcome art to all my Grace. 
J, in my Love, will rf in thee; 
Who art for ever one with me. 
In Me therefore take up thy Refi, 
Till thou, with me, art fally bleft. | a 
For thou haſt Al, in having Me, Ne 
For Time, and for Eternity. ; | 
Thy Riches thou' canſt never ſpend, 
To Ages that ſhall have no End. | 
Such Life, and Glary I will give, 
That Tongue can't tell, nor Heart conceive 


_— ——— 


An HYMN on the Mercy 
and Grace of God in Chriſt. 


OO R Sinners, hark! what Voice is this 
That ſoundeth in your Ears ? 
Jenovan ſpeaks, in boundleſs Grace, 
To baniſh all your Fears. 


The Lozp doth ſpeak from Son's Mount, 
To Sinners in Diſtreſs, - 

Thro' his own Son, his Mergy feat, 
Array'd. in all bis Grace. 


The Lon, the Lonp Gad, merciful 

And gracious, 1 27 
Suffering, and al un too 

. Goodneſs, rich, and fre- 

3 Frgi rin Sin, 5 wind + 
78 4 all Teiqui 

= For Thouſands broking Meg, Ml, 

BB t Truth that is, in Me. 


L ; "This was the brighe ; — he made, 


To Mojes, of his Ne 

5 When he i'th' Noct was 3 while God. 

Hi — did proclaim. 2 

=. Poor Sinners, hark to th' Voice of Ger. 3 
klere's bone of Sind?'s Ng 


Altho' you have deſerv'd_to die, 
That threatens to devour. 

- No, God' in Chriſt, is reconcil d, 
And ſweetly doth invite 


* Simmer to return to Him, 
Who doth in Grace delight. 


i Word, he thus to th* Wicked ſpeaks ; 
Let biz forkake bis Way, | 


Vet without Waſte, abides the bene, . 5 


And the unrightron Man his Thoughts 3 | 


On Him his Mercy Free, 
And to that God, ad 


And that Abundanth. 


Well then, poor Soul, art * by Sin, 
Brougat into ſore Diftreſ; ? 


Obey God's Call, come to his Throne ; 25 


- For tis a Throne of Grace. _ 


Are thy Sins grent'? and deft den feat” 


There is no Graee for Thee? — _ 
Why, what's thy Sin, if once compar 4. 
To Mercy's boundleſs Sea! 


They're Great indeed, but Finite fall; $210! 


God's Mercy's infinite : 


And far exceeds: them all, a "Ip 0 5 A 
As th Heavens th Earth for Height. 4 


Jenovan's Mercy never fails, 
And doth no Limits know : - 
To th' worſt of Sinners, it Rreams dann. 
In one Eternal W- 


It drowns their Sis, thoſe Mountains wall; SELL 


Tho' numberleſs they be; 


* 


Unto Eternity. 


And fince God's Nature cannot . 
Nor yet his gracious Will; 

Thouſands of Sinners, thro' his Son, 
Shall find his Mercy ſtill. 

And tho' their Sint are multiply'd, 
Like Sandz upon the Shore ; | 

He'll pardon All, and they ſhall fcs, 
His Grace alc much more. 


God's Thoughts, and Ways in Mercy free, 
Our higheſt Thoughts tranſcend ; 
And Grace doth reign thro Righteoufneſr, | 
To Life without an _ 
1 
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And turn <without ' Delay, nam? - 4: 
Unto Jenovan, who will hem, 


pardon, will, N 
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„ 128 4 HT MN. 
Oh this abundant pardoning Grace 


Tis rich, tis full, tis free; 
Soul, if of Sinners thou art chief, 
There is enough for Thee / 


Yea, there is far gore than enough; 
For when thon haſt thy Fill, 

There's more in God, than's left i'th' Sea, 
When t fills a Cockle-/hell. 


Kun then, thou finful Soul, to God, 


Whoſe Arms ftand open wide, 
T' embrace returning Prodigals, 
Thro' Chrift, who for them dy'd. 


Whate're thy Sint, whate're thy Wants, 
In thine own Sight appear ; 
Since Mercy's deep, and boundleſs too, 

Thou haſt no Cauſe to fear. 
God's boundleſs Grace, moſt readily, 
Forgives the greateſt Score; 

And God herein doth much delight, 

T' commend his Love the more. 


And never any periſb d, that 
Did come to God by Chrift : 


Then ca thy ſelf into his Arms ; 


Thou'lt be for ever 5. 


Oh venture on his boundleſs Grace! 

However vile, and poor: ö | 

And he'Il thee ſave from Death to Life, 
To praije him evermore. 
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A POEM on the Safety a 
Duty of a Believer. 


OW is it, Soul ? haſt thou to Feſus fled mf 
1 e, from that Wrath bung . thy 3 
8 
Haſt ventur'd in to Him, the Hiding place, 
Prepar'd for Sinners, by the Father's Grace ? 
Then know, Thou art exceeding ſafe in Him, 
From fiery Wrath, the juſt Deſert of Sin : - 
Thank ont Drop of that amazing Storm, ; 
Shall ever light on thee to do thee Harm. 
No: JzsuUs, He has born it once for Thee, . 
And born it off; that Thou in Him art Free. 3 
As th' Ark ſecur'd Noah from the Fuad, FE? 
So Chrift hid Thee, when in thy Place he ſtood. 
And being entered into — y Faith, ee 
There, thou art /afe, out of Reach - $7 
Thou'rt paſs'd — Death to Life, ev'n full OY 
And never ſhalt come into Condenmation. | 
Thou needſt not fear the dreadful Wrath to come, - | 
Which ſhall on Sinners fall at th* Day of Doom? wy 
"Twill only light on thoſe who are Without ; 
But thoſe in Chriſt, for Safety then ſhall ſhout. 
Thy Jesus, He, hath ſaved Thee from, Sin: 8 
And in that Day, thou ſhalt be found in Him; . 
In Him as pardon'd, and as juſtif d:. * wit 
And therefore ſhalt with Him be glorify'd.". FAY 
And being ſaved from the Gaz/t of Sinn © 
Sin's Power ſhall, be deſtroy d, it ſhall not Fg). 7Y 
Yea, Chriſt its very Being will deſtroy, 4 
From out of Thee, unto hy endleſs ox. 
And as for Satan, tho'. with furious bart 
He often doth againſt thy Soul engage ; 
Thy Chriſt will fave — from his Wiles and Powe, 
aa this Lion Thee devour, | :-- : // mw 
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130 4 Po Eu en the Safety 
_— teach thy Hands to Var, and uſe the Shid'y 
And bring thee up aide, from the Field. 
He in the Fight will defend, 
And make his Rage to thy Advantage tend. 
As for the World, time ſhall not thee feftroy, 
Thy Lord has overcome it, to thy Joy. S 
Tho' with its Snares, entang!'d thou may'f be; 
Thy Lord, ere long, will fully ſet Thee free. 
None of thine Enemiss, with all their Bands, 
Shall ever plack thee out of læsus's Handi — 
His Poxwor's Almighty, and his Love is great: 
And nothing from it ſhall thee /eparate. 
See then, dear Soul, Oh ſee how /afe thou art? 
Safe in thy Saviour's Love, his Poww'r, his Heart! 
Chriſt {wes for thee ; and therefore thou ſhalt iv,; 
And unto Thee, Eternal Life he'll give, | 
And now, dear Soul, what Duty dof thou owe, 
Unto thy glorious Lord, that Iod thee ſo? 
Surely thy Life, thy whole Life here ſhou'd be 
A Life of Paith, and Love continually. 
Oh, think it not enough, thou ſt once believed; 
Bat ſtill =oa/ on in Chriſt, thou haſt receiv'd. 
Waſh in his Bla, put on his Robe, draw nigh 
By Him, to God the 2 Father, conſtantly. 
Remember, God accept? thee in his Son, 
Thy Peron, and thy Work in Him alone. 
IJ 0ͥ pleaſe the father then, to honour Chr:if, 
3 Walk on in Him, in whom his Soul —1 reft. 
. Oh live the Fulneſi of thy Head, 
1 In ol! tar th, oe 
His Fulneſs, to projert thee, always 3 
His Falaeſe, to thee, rat. 
For lo, in Him, all Ne, ever dwells ; 
A Fuluſe, thar his needy Children fiſts. 
That without Waſte, doth flow ni 
Come to him then, Oh come with all thy Wants, 
Come to him 22 tell him thy Complaints. 


* Come, bring thy empty Pitchers to this Vell, 
This Well © 122 * — thee will fill. 
4 Tu deep, * too: Wer 


Por Water hones, — Want thale Know. | 
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Paſs over from thy f. thou empty Thing. 
To live in Chrifl, thy de Ter B 
Who wou'd be careful in the Year 
That has a Vell, where more is 3 
Dwell then in Chr}, abide in him by F, 
And ſo abundant Fruit thou ſhalt bring forth. | 
But if thou ſay, My Heart's with Fear — * 
That I in Chriſt, have yet no Iutergſ; 5 85 
I'm ſore afraid, I never yet ivd, 
But that I only have my ſelf decejw d. 
I anſwer, Soul, whenever that's thy Cafes  - 
Then liſten well unto thy Saviour's Grass 
For lo, he calls thee, when thou'rt moſt 33 
To come to him, and ſays, I'll give thee Ref. 
And when thou canſt not come 38 a 
Come as a Sinner, to be a Receiver: 
Come as at , with all thy Miſery ; | 
The Saviour now, is ſtill as full and free. | 
Stand not, with Satan, to diſpute it out, 
Whether thou haſt believ'd on Chriſt, or not: 
Nor yet to argue this with Unbeligf z - ; 
For lo, this Courſe, will give thee no Relief, | 
But ſay, Well, if I ha'n't believed Te 
It's-Time to do it, and it's not too axe : 
Now I am call d, aud now I will 1 
To hok to Chriſt, to ſave me from _— Rt. 
Chriſt ſays, to th*. Ends of th Earth, . 2. 
You Sinners, . rr 
And be ze ſaved; for Jam God alone, 6 


A Saviour, and beſide me there is none. A 
Now then, dear Soul, conſider well this, 1 "ff 
Look unto Feſus nom, to. Him alone, 17 


Ev'n for the whole of thy n 4 
And b The, 4 


Be ſaved, Soul, or thou ſhalt ſaved be. {BY 
This Word, a Royal Grant is from his — ; 
Even to Thee, of all Salvation. | 4 1 
Then tale him at his Ford, accept his Ga, 4 | 


For, lo, his Ford ſhall certainly take Pl. 
The Saviour, he is Gad, and cannot lie: Soup 4 # 
This Word, once poke, he will not, can't deny. *. 
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132 4 Po M onthe Safety 


Then count him faithful to his ſacred Word: 


Set to thy Seal, that True is Chriſt the Lord. 
ou ſhalt be /av'z, ſince He ſays ſo; 
And bold it faſt, gainſt all that dare ſay, No: 
For lo, His Hansur is concern'd herein; 
335 The IG doubt it, Dun heinous Sin. 
h authful cannot himſelf deny ; 
Then dare not thus, to give his Truth the Lie. 
Beſides, thy Comfort and thy Foy of Faith, 
Doth lie in crediting what Feſus ſaith. 
He ſpeaks on Purpoſe that it may be /rong, 
To fant againſt the huge Gainfaying Throng. 
if thou {fer well, and take good Heed® 
To what Chriſt /ays, it will be /rong indeed. 
Thov'lt then in Faith, be fit to ſght it out, 
Againſt all Fears, which compaſs thee about. 
For if thou thus obey, and honour Chris, 
He'll honour Thee, with Sight of Itereft - 
And a fre Act of Faith, will bring to Light 
Thy former Acts, which hid were from thy Sight. 
Well then, dear Soul, my Counſel is to thee, 
- When-e'er aſſaulted by the Enemy ; 
Look unto Chriſt e, truſt in his Name, 
Go forward ſtill, thou'lt not be put to Shame. 
Go on beheving, till thou'rt got to Heaven: 
This is the Work which here to thee is given. 
And while thy Life, a Life of Faith is found ; 
Thy Love will flow, and every Grace abound. 
Then think again, what Duty doſt thou owe, 
What Debt of Love, to Chrift that lov'd thee ſo ? 
Sure thy whole Life, a Life of Love ſhou'd be, 
To Him, that fo immenſely hath lov'd thee ! 
Oh think it not enough, thou once haſt , 
And in ſome wer Sphere of Action .. 
But ftill reach forth unto the high'ſt Degree; 
And never ref, till Love ſhall perfect be. 
© _ Forget the Things behind, preſs forward ftill 
3 \ To hve the Lord, and to obey his Will: 
1 And ne'er think thy Obedience is compleat, 
While in this Ls, this low, imperfe& State. 
\ Bat oh, paſs on, incre every Day, 
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In Love and Labor, while thou here doſt h. 


and Duty of a Believer. 133 
Eſteeming Chriſt's Commands, his Toke to renee 
To be moſt perfeR, glorious Liberty. rr 2 N | 
Indeed his Yoke is 2 Burden ght: 
Found fo by All, that take it on them right. 

The more it binds em, they the more are free ; 
For Loye-conſtraints the moſt delightful be. 
Try then, dear Soul, begin, begin again, 
To bwe, and ſerve the Lord, with Might and Main: 
The more thou'rt in his ort and Service found, 
The more thy Happineſs will ill abound: 1 
Yea, let me ſay, the more thou'lt honour God, 
And Feſus, who hath bought thee with his Blood. 
And is not this, even this, thy chief Defre, 
When with his Love, thy Soul is all on Fire? 
Then think upon his boundleſs Love to 2 
Till into the ſame chang'd thou be: 
And then his Precepts will be thy Delight, 
As in tbemſelves, they natively are faveer. 
Oh follow then the Lamb, where'er he goes, 
Thro' Life, thro Death, whatever doth oppoſe. 
In Doing, and in Suffering be thou free, 6 
For Him who did, and fuffer'd much for Thee. 1 
Much! Aye, How much, Soul, canft thou tell? 2 
"Twill take Eternity to count it well! | | 
The Greatneſs of his Per/on, think upon, 
As he was God the Father's only San. 
Think likewiſe on the Greatneſs of his Lewe, 
That brought him from his Royal Throne above ; 
T' obey, and die for ſuch a Wretch as Thee ! 
Yea, ſo to die on the accurſed Tree! © | 
And this, that thou might'f not to Hell go down. 
But that with endleſs Life he might thee crown! n 
Yea, this he did, to make thee One with Him; - © © 37} 
One with Him here, and at the End of Nun“, | | 
So one, that He and Thee might ne'er be #vain; 
But that thou, as his Bride, with him might'>t * 
2 Soul, thy Jeſus, now in's Royal State, + 
In Love, Kill ſerves thee, as thy Advocate wil if 
Behold then, all his 1 his wond'rous Ded: 
For's Love, and Work, all Knowledge far exceeds ! 
Such great Love-ſervice, ne'er was heard before ; 
And *twill be Heaven's Vonder eyermore ! 
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1 | Trace all his Footſteps, where they 
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For lo, as ſure, as Chriſt doth 


In every 
And then thou ſhalt fee thy 


_ * pe ants ? R * * 


| 4 =Y } _ of * ho ” , 1 * 
9 2 2 we * . 7 2 — 11 
2 * Sa SL R Als 3 
A * 4 
BR tet we” : - * 1 + * 
SES * * 


144 4 Pon onthe Sh 
Think den. what Den this Love calls thee to? 2 


Om, canſt thou pay the Hay of whae is due / 


But Soul, do all thou cam, caſt in thy Mie; 
Thy Lord, be will accept it with 
Sure hoommad thee cx from Aw; 
If thou his Love, or Works doſt ought regard. , 
Remember thou thy e, to Him doſt owe, e 
As thy Creator, and Redeemer too. | 
He bought thee from thy Foes, and ſet thee fee ; 
2 ou, henceforth, mi Ft Hear be. 
* 
—— ; thy All. with great Delight. 
In Ordinances, Providences too, 
Follow thy Lord, where: ever he doth go. £34 4 
Do what he bids thee, — — 
Bear what he call thee to, without | 
Be diligent in all the Meanr of Grace; | 


For thou therein will often ſee his Face. 


He thro* the Larteſt of his Ordinances, 

Doth give his People Soul-reviving Glances. 
And vihen he hides himfelf, believe his Love ;- 
Pray for,” and wait froth 1 r from above. . 


Se, 
He'll come again, and fill thy” Hart with Joy; - 
Only with Care, Him ſeek in every Street, 
Duty, till chow Him do meet. 
Beloved's Face: 
And be made joyful with his Words of Grace. 
All Chriſt Negard in ever) Sauri, 


And yield th' Obedianos due in each Relation. 


Thou'rt ſaved by Grace ; * 
That ſo Free Grace, may glorified be. 

Shew forth the” Praifes- of thy Saviour's Name ; 
Watch, keep thy Garments, left Men ſee thy Shame. 


- Oh ler thy Walk fore them, thy Converſation, | 


— — * 
Converſe witk Chriſt, in Providence too: 

are in Vico. 

Sight, 


And when his Way's i'th' Sea, out of thy 


Adore his wondrous Paths, beheve- them right. BGA. + 


Give: him che Gbry of each-Providence; 
Thar eu d Lie with Lov, odd Viewof fre. 
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| and Duty of a Baliever.s. 129 
Then bleſs, and: praiſe him, give 1 
And when with Frawns he clothes his Faces 
And brings thee into very great Difireb, 
Then be thou ful, and know that he is God, 
Adore, fubmit, and kiſs thy Father's Nad. 
Vena, Soul, in darkeft Seaſons, joyful be, OT 
Let bittere Potions be to Thee: 100 
For greateſt Croſſes, be thankful ſtill; 5 
ner Thanks ; for tis thy Father's WilL 
But if thou think this Leflon bard to loans 
And want'ſt a Rea/an for it. to diſcern;: 
I'll offer four, to help thee in this Strait, 
Which, unto. me, ſubſtantial are, and great. 
E then, none e chat God, dach ll Things 
In Providence, far his own- -Gloy's Sake: 
His Glory is the Ead of all he doth, 3x ward 
Which He, by all, doth gloriouſly bring forth. 
Now then, If thou doſt e him, Soul, rejoice, 
In all thy Father doch, ſince tis his Choice. 
Tis what he has cheſe for the bright Diſplay 
Of his own Ch, in that very: ay, A”; 
Haſt thou not Cauſe af higheſt Thanks and Praiſe, 
Since God by all, doth, his own C raiſe ? -— 
Wilt thou not hs the Lord, and 64% his Name, 
For all, whereby he doth exa/t his Fame? 
The Greatneſs of his Being think upon; 
His bright, eſſential Glory, ſearch: can none. 
Then is 't not meet, that he ſhould caſt his Ray, 
And make his Glories 4:02vn, for his own —— 
And while, in all his Works, his Glories/bine, 
To bl him, with all Saints, wilt thou nat 
Aye, tho' he /ay, and ſeem to caft thee off, 
Tis for his Glory, and that is „ 
Another Reaſon, vy thou ſhau'd'ft be g 
And thankful, for thoſe Pig which "Ir call. 
ad, 
Is This 2 Works of God have To Excollencs 3 
They're ghorions all, of g ence! / 
Then is the Lozp _ ab all Pe, 
From thee, dear Soul, for all bis H, and 4 at; 
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5 


His Work is perfe8, in no Part amiſs, . 7 


And nothing could be better than it is. wen ang 
His Works are like himſelf, all wond'rous great, 
And well become the God of Glory's State / 
They're founded on his Counſe/, wonderful; 

And lo, they excellently wwroug/t, are all! 

If Works of Men, are exce/lent and great, © & 
According to their Author's Worth and Stare : - 
n thoſe. Works be, where "I of 


For his own on is diſplay'd W 1 


The Works of God, in Glory are fo bright, 


That in them, He him/e/ doth take Delight. 


Wilt thou not then oy with him, 


thankful be, 


For all his Works, — — 


And yet again, I've ſomething more to add, 
As Cauſe of Joy and Praiſe, when thou art /ad : 
Know then, that God works all Things for thy 


Good, 
T th' Virtue of thy 4 Redeemer's Blood. 
Aye, thou wile ſay, If this I cou'd but r, 


I ſhou'd rejoice, and always rhaniful be ; 


Bat I, alas, think nothing's on my Sid. 
How can it be for Good, that I'm thus 119'4? 

Be joyful, thankful then; whate'er befal ; 
What canſt thou wiſh for more than to have All? 
Things preſent, Things to come, they all are /hine ; 
And lo, for thy Advantage they combine. 

Soul, God has ſaid it; | he'll ful] his Word ; 


| Forth' Way and Manner leave it with the Lord. 


If thou wou'dſt Je this Truth, open Faith's Eye; 
For Senſe, when Clouds are dark, can't this eſpy. 


Let Faitb but in the Light of promis'd Grace, 


See All for Gocd, then ftraightway Love takes Place. 
The bitter ſt Cup, thou'lt take into thy Hand, 


ah 


| Before hide down thy ow” ſhall fall. 
Oh Soul, thy God, doth work by Things contrary, 
El his Word, by Things which ſeem to vary. 


And freely drink it off àt God's Command: 
, Yea, then en ou al wich 2 joyful, glory ing Voice, 


make his Vill thy Cboice: | 
of Working, beſt of all; | 


He 
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dan Duty ef @ Mieter. 1 
He brings the greateſt Gord from ſeeming i=l 
This was, and is his Way of working ſtill. 
Perhaps, in ſome Reſpekis, thou'fr ſer jt he; 
If not, hereafter *twill be fully clear: 
Then thou ſhalt ſee how yood it was for thee, . 
To have thy Graces tried as they be. 


How good it was, to make thy Graces frong 
How good it was, © & thee the wy Ogg” 
The Czr/e'is gone; all Things are Biagr 24 PE 
All work together, to make thee Nie thy Head: 
All Things to thee the God of Prace doth Kad, 
And all to thee, in glofious Pratt will end, 
Then enter into Peace, anticipate 
The peaceful Ghries of a future State. 5 
Dear Soul, riſe up, from Deeps of ſore Ditrig, 75 
Exult in Foy, abound in ulneſt 3; 
Love, and bleſs God, for th' darkeſt Diſpen ae: 
For lo, ev'n 45 ſhall turn to thy 8 

Once more; I'll give to thee another Reaſon, 


Why thou + gw r bj thy God f thi 4d” 


* 


"Tis 17 2 chor t glorify bim more, 
Than chou canſt do, when this ſad Time is o'er. © 
Now then, dear Soul, if thou God's Glory love, 
If this, ev'n this ale, thy Soul doth ove ; IN 
Thea riſe in Hafte, from all baſe Self . 
To love thy God, and him at all Times ff. 
What is it ? Surely tis a Thing but nal, | 
To love, and bleſs thy God, Siem all goes well: 
I do not ſay, that in it /e/f, tis fo ; | | 
But if mp d, with what Pd bring thee to, 
To bleſs the Lord, when Smiles are on his Face, 
And he ſurrounds us with Diſplays of Grace, Pda 
This is a Thing that we can 2affer do. 
Than when we think all Things againf us go · 82 
For when the Lord with Froꝛurs arrays his Face, 
We think we want a Cauſe of Thankfulneſ: - 
When thus it is, if we can but Submit, 33 
Were apt to thitik it's all that hen is meet. 
But oh, dear Soul, if thy God thou doit * „ 
When be 7 — thee . great Dt. 
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an "4 . * the I *. 
Der % 4M 
4 native Expellency high. „ 
3 Tui will proclaim him to be what he „ +: 
1 bimb and. Works, the Sum of all 2 
And that he's ; of all Love and Praiſe, *Þ 
At all Times, for , and all bis Waysz © 
Then if thou 


"4 the Lord, riſe up in Haſte, 
Thy heavy, ſelfiſh Frames, far from thee caſt, 
| And us, and b, him with the great'ſt Debght, 
Ev'n when, thee he ſcems moſt > "wi | 
E To E becauſe thou haſt alluded: 1 hls 
And claſpig faſt about him, do thou ſay, 
I Lord, here I am, I will not run away: 
Do with me juſt according to thy Vill, 
Whate'er thou dof, 1'11 ave, and bleſs thee Rill. 
I know thou canſt not do me any Wrong ; 
No, tho” to H thou waſt to caſt me down: 
But, Lord, fince this ſhall never be my Caſe, 
| l ever bleſs, and magnify thy Grace. * 
ul ve and bleſs thee, when thou fait me moſt ; 
My Pais, ſhall in the Lowe of Thee, be loſt. 
II laws thy Strokes, becauſe, dear Lord, 2 re thin; 
They're for thy Ghry; and VI1 with it Ws: 
In Thee I'll loſe all my ee 
Wine ſhall be Mine; in this III joy and rept. . | 
If thus thou doſt, dear Soul, will plainly prove, 
| That thou thy Gad, ev'n for Him/e/f, doſt love. | 
E , Yea, let me ſay, this Ghry to him given, 
Win be a Nu thou canſt not give in Heav'n. 
TDis true, the Glory thou ſhalt give him ere, 
. * pts perſect Bulk, Tn r tr + 5 
to love and bleſs a ſiniting God, this is 
A Gb, which 3 Ts give in Bliſs. 
Inzndeed, when thou in Heav'n ſhall clearly ſee, 
"8 That all his Stole meer Kindne/s was to thee 5 
©» Thou then wilt ve, and 5/5 the Lord for Al, 


* 


More than for an thou here art capable. IG 
Bat lo, the Pain and Smart will then be gone, 
And nothing but a Sex/e of Love comes on © 
iſ No Frowns, no Strokes, no Croſſes there will be, 


„ bright Diſplays of Leve t Etemity. 


* 
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But this will be. 40 thy 2 7 _ 
Both here, and alſo in a futare State. „ 


Soul, if thou bleſs thy God in Thing, 
he Sharpe Trials ſoon will loſe their Sting : 

-y Peace in Trouble ſhall to thee be given ; 
2 Will with God, 's a little Heaven. 
the Lord doſt hue,” and all Times blefs,, 
venue ewiſe find a rich Ircreaſe of Grace. 
And as thy try'd Graces will abound, 
They all to Praiſe and Honour ſhall be found, 
n that bright Day, when Jeſus ſhall appear 
o 02m the Service thou haſt done him here. E 
And as thou'it- £rv'd him in this preſent Staate 
He'll then give thee a Crown of Glory great. - 


1 Now I'll return, and Zain to thee will lay, 2 
"> Soul, joyful, an be i d drr Day : 1 
Bo on to walk with God in Providence, = 
By Faith and Lowe, when all looks dark to Senſe, = 2 4 
But now, ape 20, me thou thus wilt ſpeak, 2 A 
You talk of Duty ; but alas I'm del: | "Ws 44 
I'm fo enfreb'd, and with Weights born down, „„ 
That I can't fir, nor gain an lach of Ground. _— 
I know, dear Soul, that thus 't will be at Times + © 
But even then, ſtrive Duty's Hill to climb: 3 
God often gives us Strength ere we're aware, i 
When in his Service we engaged are. | 
And when alles dee, if thou canſt in no wiſe - 5 
Lift up thy e and unto - Duty riſe : 2 ; £4 - 
. * thy Father's Bowel „ | 1 
And i thee _ in boundleſs Mercy, free. 
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RAT "7 STIL 
| AGE A Line 7. for Objefs, read Subject:. 5 
= 21 11. * ee r. Communion. p. 68. 5 
” after and, r. have. p. 97. 1.6. ſor E r. Efficiency. 
p.133. J. 23. for Soul, r. Believer. p. 135. |. 21. for 
- «boſs, r. choſen. p. 139. I. 19. for ys, x. tried. 
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